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ABSTRACT
Andrew T. Hatcher rose to one of the highest positions in U.S. government when he
became the first African American to serve as associate White House press secretary in 1960
under the administration of President John F. Kennedy and during the peak of the Civil Rights
Movement. This is a historical content analysis that analyzes Hatcher’s role through primary
sources, presidential archives, and select national, local, and minority newspapers.
The overarching purpose of this study was to ascertain Hatcher’s role as associate White
House press secretary during civil rights. This study provides further insight into: 1) to what
extent did Hatcher’s role as the first black associate White House press secretary help facilitate
President John F. Kennedy’s priorities during civil rights; and 2) to what extent did Hatcher’s
role contribute to meaning making for blacks in the U.S.? Lastly, this study provides historical
and professional context for current or future public relations professionals—particularly
minorities—who aspire to function in public relations or public information at high levels of
government or politics.
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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION
From managing the White House press corps to facilitating press conferences and
communicating the president’s positions on domestic and international affairs, the role of White
House press secretary can arguably be one of the most one of the most visible positions in U.S.
government. Notwithstanding, Andrew T. Hatcher rose to one of the highest positions in the
nation when he became associate White House press secretary during the administration of
President John F. Kennedy. Hatcher’s appointment was historic, as he was the first black
appointed to Kennedy’s administration on November 10, 1960.1 Hatcher was also the first black
in the nation’s history to ascend to this position.2 Hatcher’s appointment was undeniably radical,
as it manifested during the peak of the Civil Rights Movement.
This is a historical content analysis of primary sources, presidential archives, and select
national, local, and minority newspapers that mentioned or quoted Hatcher when he served as the
first African American associate White House press secretary during President Kennedy’s
administration. The overarching purpose of this study, as guided by the research questions, was
to ascertain what Hatcher’s role as associate White House press secretary during civil rights was.
Additionally, answers to the research questions could provide further insight to:
1. To what extent did Hatcher’s role as the first black associate press secretary for the
White House help facilitate President John F. Kennedy’s policies during civil rights;
and

1. Doris E. Saunders, The Kennedy Years and the Negro: A Photographic Record (Chicago: Johnson Pub.
Co.), 1964, 49.
2. Theodore C. Sorensen, Kennedy (New York: Harper & Row), 1965, 473.

2.

To what extent did Hatcher’s role contribute to meaning making for blacks in this
country?

Prior to his White House appointment, Hatcher’s career spanned military service,
journalism, politics, speech writing, and labor.3 Aside from biographical sketches and brief
mentions of Hatcher in the published works of Kennedy’s former aides, the scholarly cannon is
lacking regarding Hatcher’s role in public relations/public information.
This thesis analyzed Hatcher’s role as associate press secretary as functions of public
relations and public information. Public relations is a managed communication process or
behavior that “consists of symbols to and from other people, groups or organizations.”4 Public
relations professionals manage this process by managing the movement of information into an
organization (i.e. research) or out of an organization (i.e. explaining a policy or action).5 In
addition, public information is one function of public relations, which offers objective
information on an organization without voluntarily disclosing negative information.6
Thus, this thesis provides historical and professional context for public relations
professionals—particularly minorities who aspire to function in public relations or public
information at high levels of government or politics, but who may have limited access or frames
of reference of others who have worked in this capacity. Therefore, the findings herein could be

3. “Andrew T. Hatcher.” Notable Black American Men, Book II., ed. Jessie C. Smith (Gale, 2006),
https://go.gale.com/ps/i.do?p=BIC&u=lln_alsu&id=GALE|K1622000632&v=2.1&it=r&sid=BIC&asid=367d1446.
4. James Grunig, Larissa Grunig and David Dozier, “Excellence Theory,” ed. Carl H. Botan and Vincent
Hazelton, Public Relations Theory II (Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Publishers), 2006, 27.
5. Ibid.
6 Jeong-Nam Kim and Lan Ni, “Seeing the Forest Through the Trees: The Behavioral, Strategic
Management Paradigm in Public Relations and Its Future,” The SAGE Handbook of Public Relations (Thousand
Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc.), 2010, 28.
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revelatory for such individuals seeking to know what skill sets, networks, experiences, and
expectations are needed for promotion and effectiveness at such high-level positions. Most
importantly, the researcher believes that Hatcher, as the first black associate White House press
secretary, is too important a figure to go unnoticed in history, academia, and the field of mass
communication, and, therefore, offers this study as a response to that concern.
This rationale is further substantiated by the findings of scholar and professor Marilyn
Kern-Foxworth on the presence of blacks and ethnic minorities in public relations history. In
2001, Kern-Foxworth published a historical account of people in color in public relations. The
study included biographical information on black PR practitioners—male and female—who
garnered national success in corporate PR between 1934-1988. Kern-Foxworth noted that the
inability to gather information from PR professionals and unfruitful database searches presented
obstacles to the study.7 She concluded that the absence of people of color and multi-ethnic
groups in public relations history poses challenges for future public relations research, the
profession, and the preservation of history for groups that are often underrepresented in historical
accounts.8 Thus, this study of Hatcher’s role is intentional in providing evidence and insight that
will aide in closing this knowledge gap.
Background: Andrew T. Hatcher
Hatcher was born in Princeton, New Jersey on June 19, 1923. He attended the
Witherspoon School for Colored Children, Princeton High School, and Springfield College in
Massachusetts on a scholarship; he left Springfield College after two years to join the U.S. Army

7. Marilyn Kern-Foxworth, “Historical Chronicle of People of Color in Public Relations,” Public Relations
Quarterly 36, no. 1 (Spring 1991), 30.
8. Ibid.
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in 1943.9 Hatcher served in the United States Army during World War II and rose to the rank of
second lieutenant until he was honorably discharged in 1946.10 Following the military discharge,
Hatcher returned to Springfield College where he served as editor of the yearbook and managing
editor of the school’s newspaper.11 Although, it is “unclear” whether he graduated, it was
reported that he served on the school’s alumni council.12 Hatcher, then, moved to California in
1947 where he became editor of the Sun-Reporter, a black-owned weekly newspaper in San
Francisco, California.13 “From there, he got into politics. ‘I was determined to make politics my
profession because I feel politics controls every facet of American life,’” Hatcher reportedly told
the Asbury Park Sunday Press, a local New Jersey paper.14
Subsequent to his role as editor, Hatcher also: served as a speechwriter for Adlai E.
Stevenson’s 1952 and 1956 presidential elections; co-founded the California Democratic Council
in 1958 along with Salinger; worked as assistant secretary of labor in California; and served as a
speech writer and “member of the press staff” for John F. Kennedy’s 1960 presidential
campaign.15 Hatcher was also a founding member of 100 Black Men of America in 1963.16

9. “Andrew T. Hatcher.”; “Hatcher Tries to Avoid the Spotlight.” Asbury Park Sunday Press, May 20,
1962.
10. “Hatcher Tries to Avoid the Spotlight.”
11. Ibid.
12. Ibid.; “Andrew T. Hatcher.”
13. “Hatcher Tries to Avoid the Spotlight.”
14. Ibid.
15. Andrew T. Hatcher, recorded interview with John Hackman, May 23, 1972, JFKOH-ATH-01, John F.
Kennedy Oral History Collection, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKOH/Hatcher%2C%20Andrew%20T/JFKOH-ATH-01/JFKOH-ATH-01, accessed Oct. 15,
2019.
16. Ibid.

4

Hatcher married the former Ruth Avery of Middletown, New Jersey.17 By 1962, the
couple had at least seven children (five sons and two daughters): Drew, Vickie, twins, Adlai and
James Oliver, Robert, Avery and Ruth.18
Hatcher was 37 years-old when he became associate press secretary, working under the
auspices of his friend and colleague Pierre Salinger, press secretary for President Kennedy. In
May 1960, Salinger was spearheading press operations for Kennedy’s presidential campaign
when he asked Hatcher to join the campaign to help “clinch” the Democratic Party nomination—
a victory that put Kennedy one step closer to winning the presidential election that year.19
Hatcher once recalled in an interview that he was not initially impressed with Kennedy and
didn’t think he could win the Democratic nomination.20 Further, Hatcher had reservations about
joining the Kennedy campaign because of uncertainties as to whether Stevenson, former
governor of Illinois, would enter the race.21 Upon learning that Stevenson would not enter the
race, Hatcher resigned from his post of assistant commissioner in California and joined the
Kennedy campaign. According to Salinger, Hatcher was the “spark plug of the operation” for his
willingness to work, “competence and imagination.”22
Upon winning the presidential election, Kennedy appointed Salinger as White House
press secretary to manage press operations and authorized Salinger to pick his “own second in

17. “Press Aide’s Wife,” Asbury Park Sunday Press. Nov. 14, 1960: 23.
18. "Our Man in White House," Los Angeles Sentinel (1934-2005), Nov. 17, 1960.; “Hatcher Tries to
Avoid the Spotlight.”
19. Saunders, The Kennedy Years, xi.
20. Andrew T. Hatcher, recorded interview.
21. Ibid.
22. Pierre Salinger, With Kennedy (Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Company, Inc.), 1966, 38.
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command.”23 Salinger wrote, “I told him my choice would be Andy Hatcher, who had been with
us ever since the convention in Los Angeles-- a man of great ability and deep loyalty. ‘You’ve
got him then,’ JFK replied.”24
Kennedy’s term as president was cut short when he was assassinated on November 22,
1963.25 On the day of the assassination, the White House press office was without a “senior press
officer on hand to provide answers.”26 Hatcher had taken the afternoon off, and Salinger, along
with other White House delegates, was on a flight to the Far East, which was re-routed upon
learning of Kennedy’s death.27 Following President Kennedy’s assassination, both Salinger and
Hatcher maintained their respective roles in the White House under President Lyndon B.
Johnson; the pair resigned simultaneously in March 1964 to launch Salinger’s campaign in
California for U.S. Senate.28 The day after the resignations, President Johnson’s aide, George E.
Reedy, emerged as White House press secretary and announced the departures.29 He told the
reporters that the role of associate press secretary would be filled in “‘due time.’”30

23. Salinger, With Kennedy, 51.
24. Ibid.
25. Robert W. Sellen, “John F. Kennedy,” Salem Press Biographical Encyclopedia, (Salem Press, 2019).
26. W. Dale Nelson, Who Speaks for the President?, (Syracuse University Press, 2000), 141-142.
27. Ibid.
28. Salinger, With Kennedy, 346; “Salinger Resigns; Hints Senate Race; Reedy Is Successor,” The New
York Times, March 20, 1964, https://www.nytimes.com/1964/03/20/archives/salinger-resigns-hints-senate-racereedy-is-successor.html.
29. Nan Robertson, Special to The New York Times, "New Voice of Johnson Speaks at News Briefings
First Time," The New York Times (1923-Current File), March 21, 1964.
30. Ibid.
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In his post-White House years, Hatcher “served as a strategist and campaigner for the late
Robert F. Kennedy’s winning senatorial effort in New York.”31 He also worked as a political
consultant to “national, state and foreign candidates,” market promotions manager for the P.
Ballantine & Sons brewery where he developed national marketing programs for the company,
and vice president of Knowlton Inc, a corporate public relations firm.32 Hatcher died in 1990,
and his death reportedly went unnoticed in media.33 Columnist Simeon Booker wrote in a 1992
article for JET magazine:
The first Black ever to serve as White House associate press secretary died two
years ago without the news fanfare that accompanied his glory years . . . Family
members confirmed that Andrew Hatcher, who served with President John F.
Kennedy, suffered from diabetes and died quietly in July 1990 in Westchester
County, N.Y.34

31. "Hatcher, Kennedy's Man Backs Jackson," Chicago Metro News (Chicago, Illinois), May 1, 1976:20.
32. Ibid.; "Untitled," Inside New Orleans (New Orleans, Louisiana) 1, no. 24, May 1, 1965: 4; “Whatever
Happened to Andrew Hatcher,” 1973, Ebony 28 (May): 182.
33. Simeon Booker, “Ticker Tape,” JET, Jan. 20, 1992; “Andrew T. Hatcher.”
34. Ibid.
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CHAPTER 2. LITERATURE REVIEW
The Civil Rights Movement of 1954-1968 as well as media coverage of the presidency
and civil rights provide historical context for this study. First, the Civil Rights Movement was
one of “turmoil and progress” as blacks sought equal rights in areas such as public education,
public transportation, and voting .35 The movement presented new legal, policy, and political
frontiers for several U.S. presidents. In the movement’s formative years, President Harry S.
Truman, in 1948, issued an executive order to desegregate the U.S. military.36 In 1954, during
President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s administration, the U.S. Supreme Court desegregated public
schools in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka.37 Later in 1957, Eisenhower deployed federal
troops to Little Rock, Arkansas so that nine black students could integrate Central High
School—an act that faced resistance from public mobs, the stationing of national guardsmen at
the school, and, then, Governor Orval Faubus’ refusal to integrate Alabama public schools in
accordance with Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka.38 Five days after forcing school
integration in Alabama, Eisenhower signed the Civil Rights Act of 1957 to abate voter
suppression.39
The 1950s also ushered new, black leaders to the forefront of civil rights. Seamstress and
civil rights activist Rosa Parks refused to “give up her bus seat, sparking the 381-day

35. William A. DeGregorio, The Complete Book of U.S. Presidents (New York: Dembner Books), 1984,
540.
36. Christopher J. Schnell, “Military Desegregation,” Salem Press Encyclopedia, 2019.
37. Carl L. Bankston III, “Little Rock school desegregation crisis,” Salem Press Encyclopedia, (Salem
Press), 2019.
38. Ibid.
39. Linda T. Wynn, “Civil Rights Act of 1957,” Freedom Facts & Firsts: 400 Years of the African
American Civil Rights Experience (Canton, MI: Visible Ink Press), 2009, 167.
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Montgomery bus boycott,” which was led by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. King who emerged
as a prominent pastor and civil rights leader; and black protest organizations, such as the
Southern Christian Leadership Council (SCLC), the Congress on Racial Equality (CORE) and
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), formed and facilitated “marches in
massive campaigns of civil disobedience.”40 During this period, civil rights became a national
and political concern for U.S. presidents.
Eisenhower Appoints First Black Executive During Civil Rights
During the civil rights activities of the 1950s, President Eisenhower named Everett
Frederick Morrow administrative officer for special projects on July 10, 1955.41 This is
significant because Morrow is recognized as the first black to hold an executive position in the
White House. Morrow’s initial role at the White House was managerial, “vaguely defined,” and
required him to speak to black organizations on behalf of the president.42 Interestingly, Morrow’s
initial duties did not involve civil rights. Although Morrow tried repeatedly to persuade
Eisenhower to take an aggressive stance on civil rights, Morrow was often stonewalled by
members of the president’s inner circle who advised Eisenhower to approach civil rights slowly
and with caution.43 In 1958, Morrow was named “White House officer for special projects to
deal almost exclusively with civil rights.”44 In this position, however, he had “virtually no access

40. "Timeline: At the fore in civil rights fight," USA Today, April 2, 1993; Carl Senna, The Black Press and
the Struggle for Civil Rights, 1994, 132.
41. Milton S. Katz, “E. Frederick Morrow and Civil Rights in the Eisenhower Administration,” Phylon 42,
no. 2 (1981): 133.
42. Ibid., 134.
43. Ibid., 133.
44. Ibid., 140.
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to the president.”45 Further, Morrow lost favor with black leadership once the black press learned
that he tried to dissuade Jackie Robinson from leading a civil rights march on the Lincoln
Memorial regarding school integration. Morrow had read in a White House report that the march
allegedly was being funded by communists and would be used to “berate the President and his
administration,” which prompted his communication with Robinson.46
Most noteworthy, Morrow was invited to join the presidential campaign of, then, vice
president and Republican nominee Richard Nixon, which he joined.47 Towards the campaign’s
end, Morrow urged Nixon’s campaign manager and press secretary to have Nixon issue a
statement or act regarding the imprisonment of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in Atlanta following
a sit-in.48 Morrow drafted a telegram for Nixon to send to Atlanta Mayor William Hartsfield, but
campaign leadership resisted Morrow’s counsel.49 However, Kennedy, who was the Democratic
presidential nominee at that time, took a different approach in addressing King’s arrest, which
historians believe garnered favor with black voters and led to his campaign victory. DeGregorio
noted:
Kennedy personally called Mrs. King to express sympathy and offer assistance,
while brother Robert F. Kennedy interceded with a local judge to arrange for
King’s release on bail. Soon thereafter, the Reverend Martin Luther King, Sr., the
civil rights leader’s father issued a statement saying that he had intended to vote
for Nixon but was switching to the Democratic nominee because, ‘Jack Kennedy
has the moral courage to stand up for what he knows is right.’50

45. Ibid.
46. Ibid., 141.
47. Ibid., 143-144.
48. Ibid.
49. Ibid.
50. DeGregorio, The Complete Book, 553.
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In gathering background information, the researcher found information in the John F.
Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum’s online archives that may provide a different
perspective; however, copyright restrictions prohibit the citing, paraphrasing, or quoting of that
information. Nevertheless, Morrow bitterly complained that Kennedy’s action in King’s arrest
“won the election” by electrifying the black community in a matter that caused tens of thousands
of black voters to transition to the Democratic party.51
The Press, Presidency and Civil Rights
James D. Startt and W. David Sloan argued that a historical understanding of media adds
context to present media and matters of public interest. Further, media of today, like media of the
past “have always reflected public whim, taste, and opinion, and to some degree they have
shaped public and individual perceptions and opinions about aspects of society.”52
Regarding the intersection of the presidency, the press and the Civil Rights Movement,
research indicates that there was an upward trend in presidential news coverage in the years
preceding the Kennedy administration. The trend started during President Theodore Roosevelt’s
administration as coverage of the presidency “and by influence the public image of the
presidency” began receiving more media coverage than “national government” and congress. 53
Conversely, there was disproportionate media coverage of civil rights across U.S. regions
during the Civil Rights era. “African-American groups seeking racial equality under the law
frequently engaged in nonviolent marches in southern states. These events were minimized or
ignored by the local southern press but were covered elsewhere, including frequently in The New
51. Katz, “E. Frederic Morrow,” 144.
52. James D. Startt and W. David Sloan, Historical Methods in Mass Communication (United States:
Vision Press), 2003,19.
53. The Presidency, ed. Aaron Wildavsky, (Boston: Little, Brown and Company), 1969, 316-319.
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York Times.”54 In fact, during his time as associate White House press secretary, Hatcher wrote a
memorandum to President Kennedy on May 14, 1963 regarding the status of Civil Rights
progress in Mobile, Alabama wherein Hatcher mentioned that Mobile’s press did not cover civil
rights progress.55 Notwithstanding, the black press built an extensive readership by covering “indepth reports of the weekly assaults on blacks” and the legal activities surrounding
desegregation.56
White House Press Operations and Press Secretary
Prior to becoming president, Kennedy served in the navy, worked as a journalist and
served as a U.S. representative and senator, respectively. As a journalist, Kennedy covered the
United Nations for the Chicago Herald-American from April to June 1945, and he covered the
Postdam Conference for the International News Services from July to August 1945;57 thus, he
had some working knowledge and understanding of the role of media in covering public affairs.
As an elected official, Kennedy was preoccupied with how he was portrayed in the media, in
particular print media rather than broadcast.58 Kennedy was of the disposition that news coverage
was not merely about “image,” rather how the “public and posterity would judge him and his
program on the basis of the ‘news,’ and, he felt, more on the basis of the written than the spoken
word.”59 Arguably, Hatcher, as associate press secretary, played an intercessory role as

54. Robert Trager, Susan D. Ross and Amy Reynolds., The Law of Journalism and Mass Communication,
6th ed. (Washington, D.C.: CQ Press), 2018, 163.
55 Andrew T. Hatcher to President John F. Kennedy, May 14, 1963, JFKPOF-095-006, Papers of John F.
Kennedy. Presidential Papers. President’s Office Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKPOF/095/JFKPOF-095-006, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
56. “Black Press,” 1993, 131.
57. DeGregorio, The Complete Book, 550.
58. Sorensen, Kennedy, 311.
59. Ibid., 312.
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spokesman for both Kennedy and administration with the press; thus, it is important to
understand the role of a press secretary.
Researcher Henry Fairlie once argued that the press secretary’s role exceeds working
with the press and had far-reaching impact on constitutional changes and shifts in power.60
Carroll Kilpatrick, a former White House correspondent, contended that while the U.S.
Constitution neither requires the president to speak to the press, nor mandates the office of press
secretary, “the press secretary has become one of the most important voices in government.”61
Kilpatrick wrote:
As well as being the liaison between the White House and the Washington
reporters, he often acts as spokesman for the entire government, speaking for
agencies about which he has little knowledge. He does not take precedence over a
Cabinet officer in the protocol lists, but many White House press secretaries have
exercised more power than a Cabinet officer.62
Scholar and professor Martha Joynt Kumar explicated the role of White House press
secretary and concluded that the position fulfills four primary functions: “information conduit,
constituent representation, administration, and communications planning.”63 The White House
press secretary provides “official comment and response to events and criticism” and also speaks
on presidential affairs nationally and internationally with various audiences, “including the
public, the president’s special publics in Washington, and governments and nations around the

60. Henry Fairlie, “Rise of the Press Secretary,” New Republic 178 (1978): 20–23.
61. Carroll Kilpatrick, “Presidential Press Secretary: The Imperial Front Man,” Nation 222, no. 7 (1976):
197.
62. Ibid.
63. Martha J. Kumar, “The Office of the Press Secretary,” Presidential Studies Quarterly 31, no. 2 (2001):
296.
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globe.”64 The White House press secretary primarily works on behalf of three “constituents”—
the president, White House staff and media.65
Kennedy’s administration utilized various strategies to inform the public, including press
conferences, “statements, releases, proclamations, memoranda, public letters, messages and
reports to Congress and remarks to small groups in the White House.”66 In his official capacity
as associate press secretary, Hatcher: conducted press conferences and press briefings; attended a
meeting with “Southern editors” at the White House; traveled with the president; served as acting
press secretary in Salinger’s absence; and delivered speeches to key black audiences on behalf of
the president in more than thirty states, among other responsibilities.67
Theoretical Framework
Two theoretical frameworks—excellence theory and agenda building—are applied in this
study for their focus on the role of the public relations in communicating with publics and/or
setting political agendas.
Excellence theory provides a general benchmark for excellence in public relations across
four models: 1) public information (offers objective information on an organization without
voluntarily disclosing negative information); 2) two-way symmetrical, when organizations
balance their interests with the interests of their publics; 3) two-way asymmetrical, when
organizations listen to their publics to determine how to change the behavior of publics to benefit
the organization; and 4) mixed motives, when public relations practitioners have loyalties to both

64. Ibid.
65. Ibid.
66. Sorensen, Kennedy, 327.
67. Sorensen, Kennedy, 448, 505; Saunders, The Kennedy Years, xi, 49.
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employer and the public.68 Excellence theory carries several underlying principles for
organizations to demonstrate excellence, some of which include: having an informed and
involved senior public relations manager; ensuring the senior executive is a part of the “dominant
coalition” or is a direct report to senior management; equal opportunities for men, women and
minorities to fulfill public relations roles; “high job satisfaction;” and fostering two- way
communication with publics.69
This study also examined Hatcher’s role within the agenda building theory. Agenda
building focuses on how an agenda— “a general set of political issues gaining attention at a point
in time”—is formed.70 In mass communication, the agenda is “tracked through associations or
similarities” between the agenda of sources and the agenda of media.71 The agenda has two
levels: 1) the subject/object (i.e. campaign or issue) that is “often advocated by the
subject/object;” and 2) attributes associated with the topic (i.e. “tone or favorability of the
content).72 Scholar Patricia Curtin argued that “if practitioners can obtain media placement of
their subsidies, then they can influence the media agenda, which in turn can influence public
opinion and the public agenda,” which, ultimately, constitutes agenda building.73

68. Kim and Lan Ni, “Seeing the Forest Through the Trees,” 28.
69. Grunig, Grunig and Dozier, “Excellence Theory,” 39-42.
70. Sun Y. Lee, “Agenda-Building Theory,” The Sage Encyclopedia of Corporate Reputation, (Thousand
Oaks, CA: Sage Publications), 2016, 28-30.
71. Ibid.
72. Ibid.
73. Patricia A. Curtin, “Reevaluating Public Relations Information Subsidies: Market-Driven Journalism
and Agenda-Building Theory and Practice,” Journal of Public Relations Research 11, no. 1 (1999): 54.

15

CHAPTER 3. RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The study provides insight into the purpose and perception of the press secretary’s role
within the Civil Rights era, considering the social and political issues of said time. The research
examines Hatcher’s role in the White House as a function of public relations and public
information; therefore, it sheds light on Hatcher’s contributions to mass communication given
that existing research prioritizes Salinger and is scant with regard to blacks in public relations in
general as well as those who work in public relations or public information in government or
politics. The study begins to fill this research void by answering the following research
questions:
RQ1: How did Hatcher fulfill his role as the first black associate White House press
secretary? Answers to this research question are in all archival findings detailed in Chapter 5.
RQ2: How did national, local, and minority press cover Hatcher? Answers to this
research question are detailed in newspaper findings reported in Chapter 5 in the subsection titled
“Coverage of Hatcher.”
RQ3: How did Hatcher interact with national, local, and minority press? Answers to this
research question are detailed in newspaper findings reported in Chapter 5 in the subsection titled
“Interaction with Press.”
RQ4: How did national, local, and minority press cover presidential priorities as
communicated through Hatcher? Answers to this research question are detailed in newspaper
findings reported in Chapter in 5 in the subsection titled “Presidential Priorities.”
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CHAPTER 4. METHODS
Newspaper Content Analysis
This study analyzed a sample of 248 articles from national, local, and minority
newspaper publications from 1960-1963. This time period was selected because Hatcher served
as the first black associate press secretary for the White House under President Kennedy during
this timeframe. In conducting exploratory research on Hatcher, the researcher found that the
following databases retain national, local, and minority newspapers that mentioned Hatcher for
the time period of this study: 1) ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Defender; 2)
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times with Index; 3) America’s Historical
Newspaper; and 4) The Library of Congress’ Chronicling America Historic American
Newspapers database. Moreover, these databases generated a study sample that included:
national news coverage of Hatcher; regional coverage from newspapers in the South where the
struggle for civil rights intensified; and regional and national coverage from the Mid-West,
which is where the Chicago Defender, the nation’s largest minority newspaper circulated daily
and in which national news was published. This study also found that some of the databases for
African American newspapers did not yield sufficient samples for the time period studied,
including African American Historical Newspapers and The Afro-American.
Accordingly, this study purposively sampled newspapers that would provide insight into
how Hatcher was covered nationally and regionally via local newspapers between 1960-1963.
Therefore, the sample for this study is comprised of: one national newspaper; one minority
newspaper from the Mid-West with daily and national editions as well as national distribution;
one local newspaper from the South; and one local minority newspaper from the South.
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The study sampled newspapers that had digitized archives and that generated findings for
the search terms “Andrew Hatcher,” “Andrew T. Hatcher,” and/or “Andy Hatcher.” More
specifically, the researcher analyzed articles from: The New York Times, a national, daily
publication located in the North, which serves as the newspaper of record for the United States;
Chicago Defender (daily edition), a minority, daily publication located in the Mid-West that had
national distribution as early as World War I;74 Chicago Defender (national edition), a weekly
edition of the Chicago Defender that published national news; The Times-Picayune, a daily, local
publication in the South (Louisiana); and Jackson Advocate, a weekly, local, minority
publication in the South (Mississippi).
Circulation data for the publications during the early to mid-1960s was as follows: The
New York Times (daily, 603,574; Sunday, 1, 283,785); Chicago Defender (daily, 28,733); The
Times-Picayune (morning/evening combined, 356,711; Saturday, 137,843; Sunday, 305,323);
and Jackson Advocate (average per month, 3,450).75 The ProQuest database differentiates
between articles published in the Chicago Defender’s daily and national editions; however, no
circulation data was found for the national edition. Nonetheless, a search of the database found
that the national edition published at least 28,842 items categorized as articles between 19601963.
For this study, on April 20, 2019, the researcher conducted keywords searches in the
Historical Newspapers: The New York Times with Index database for the time period selected

74. “History of the Chicago Defender,” https://chicagodefender.com/history-of-the-chicago-defender/,
accessed, Oct. 18, 2019.
75. John M. Lee, “Times Announces Circulation Data,” The New York Times (1923-Current File), Oct. 17,
1963.; Editor & Publisher, Editor & Publisher Co., New York, 1964, 91.; Ibid., 132.; “Statement of Ownership,
Management and Circulation,” Jackson Advocate. (Jackson, Miss.), Oct. 12, 1963. Chronicling America: Historic
American Newspapers, Lib. of Congress. https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn79000083/1963-10-12/ed-1/seq2/.
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and in the Historical Newspapers: Chicago Defender database (for the daily edition) for the time
period selected.
The researcher conducted keywords searches in America’s Historical Newspaper
database for the time period selected. The researcher conducted the search on April 19, 2019.
The researcher conducted keywords searches in the Library of Congress’ Chronicling
America Historic American Newspapers database for the time period of 1960-1963, as the
database did not have records beyond 1963. The researcher conducted the search on September
16, 2019.
On October 11, 2019, the researcher also conducted keywords searches in the Historical
Newspapers: Chicago Defender database (for the national edition) for the time period selected.
Altogether, this researcher analyzed 248 articles for this study. To systematically analyze
the content, the researcher read each article. The researcher also developed a code sheet, which
was put into Qualtrics for the purpose of collecting contextual and thematic information about
the articles in an organized and consistent fashion. Once the information was input into
Qualtrics, it was later exported for further analysis and review to provide answers to the research
questions.
Archival Content Analysis
The study also examined digitized archives from John F. Kennedy Presidential Library
and Museum during Hatcher’s tenure under President Kennedy’s administration from 19601963. On September 10, 2019, the researcher conducted a search of online, digitized archives
available through the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum using the search term
“Andrew T. Hatcher.” The researcher narrowed the search to include “textual folders” that
focused on “civil rights.” The search returned twenty-six textual folders, which yielded twenty-

19

nine relevant documents that were analyzed. The unit of analysis for these documents was
correspondence in the forms of letters and memoranda. It should be noted that the researcher also
searched using the terms “Andy Hatcher” and “Andrew Hatcher;” however both search phrases
generated documents that were found in the initial search for “Andrew T. Hatcher.”
To systematically analyze the content of the archived documents, the researcher read
archival documents. The researcher also developed a code sheet, which was put into Qualtrics for
the purpose of collecting contextual and thematic information about the correspondence in an
organized and consistent fashion. Once the information was input into Qualtrics, it was later
exported for further analysis and review to provide answers to the research questions.
It was anticipated that this study would provide two realities of Hatcher’s work in the
White House. On one end, archival records could potentially provide insight into what level of
interaction Hatcher had with the president as well as key strategies or projects that required
Hatcher’s involvement. Such findings may indicate that Hatcher’s service to the president and
the White House exceeded his involvement with press operations. This research could potentially
shed light on whether priorities communicated internally were consistent with priorities
communicated in the press.
Additionally, Hatcher’s professional interactions with national, local and minority
newspapers could render similarities and differences on coverage of presidential priorities. It was
thought that the national press would focus more on international and national policy matters;
whereas local and minority press would focus more on race or civil rights matters as
communicated by Hatcher on behalf of the president. As a result, the findings could potentially
provide answers about Hatcher’s role and what, if any, impact Hatcher’s role had on meaning
making for blacks during the civil rights and facilitating President Kennedy’s.
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CHAPTER 5. RESULTS
Archival Findings
The archives of President Kennedy, stored in the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library
and Museum, provide an important layer of insight into how Hatcher fulfilled his role as
associate press secretary during President Kennedy’s administration. Of the twenty-nine records
found, the documents varied in type, authorship, and purpose. Approximately 24.1percent (seven
records) was internal White House memoranda written to or from Hatcher; 72.4 percent (twentyone records) was letters written to and from Hatcher from constituents and members of the press;
and 3.4 percent (one record) was other—a proposal submitted to President Kennedy wherein
Hatcher was mentioned. Hatcher was the recipient of 51.7% (fifteen records) of the documents
analyzed. He authored 34.5 percent (ten records) of the documents analyzed, and he was
mentioned in 13.8 percent (four records) of the documents analyzed.
Content analysis of these documents reveal that Hatcher’s official role included
communicating with the president, White House officials, elected officials, constituents, and
members of the press to conduct official business on behalf President Kennedy and the White
House. For example, internal memoranda provide insight into how Hatcher collaborated with
White House officials to gain facts and data on matters such as civil rights progress, military
defense, and President Kennedy’s media engagements. Correspondence between Hatcher and
constituents reveals that individuals from various states contacted Hatcher to intervene on their
behalf with the president or a White House official or department on matters such as equal
employment opportunities, civil rights, or personal requests. Lastly, correspondence between
Hatcher and members of the press shed light on how Hatcher handled media inquiries.
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Thus, the themes that emerged from these documents help explicate Hatcher’s role as the
first black to serve as associate White House press secretary. Categorically, the themes are: 1)
Hatcher’s role in communicating civil rights progress and coverage to President Kennedy; 2)
Hatcher’s actual or perceived role as a White House liaison for constituents on matters of civil
rights/race relations; 3) Hatcher’s collaboration with White House officials in the performance of
official duties; 4) Hatcher’s role in handling media relations; and 5) public perception of
Hatcher.
Hatcher’s Role: Communicating Civil Rights Progress and Coverage to the President
Two communications—a memorandum from Hatcher to President Kennedy and a letter
from New Jersey Governor Richard J. Hughes— reveal how Hatcher: 1) provided updates on
civil rights and race relations to President Kennedy in certain instances; and 2) provided updates
of media coverage of civil rights and race relations to President Kennedy in such instances.
On May 14, 1963, Hatcher wrote a six-paragraph memorandum to President Kennedy
wherein he indicated that the city of Mobile was “one bright spot in Alabama race relations” for
attaining progress, not necessarily “equality,” on matters of race.76 In the first five paragraphs of
the memorandum, Hatcher outlined the progress of Mobile’s race relations with optimism. He
credited progress to “responsible city officials” and “statesmanship leadership on the part of the
Negroes.”77 In this report to President Kennedy, Hatcher reported that Mobile had advanced in
desegregating its airports, busses, and train terminals since 1954, which is when the U.S.
Supreme Court desegregated public schools in Brown v Board of Education.78 In addition, blacks
in Mobile had more job opportunities in the civil service as a result of the Kennedy

76. Hatcher to President Kennedy.
77 Ibid.
78. Ibid; Bankston, “Little Rock school desegregation crisis.”
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administration’s equal opportunity agenda and were showing signs of political involvement
through voter registration and the integration of the Democratic County Committee.”79 Hatcher
also reported that black leaders told him that they expected to maintain this progress in Mobile
through “negotiation” and “court decisions” and would forego demonstrations provided city
officials remained cooperative.80
In the final paragraph, however, Hatcher’s tone was less optimistic regarding media
coverage of Mobile’s progress in race relations. “This progress has been registered despite the
fact that Mobile’s only paper and the television station it owns have consistently followed racebaiting tactics,” Hatcher concluded in his report to President Kennedy.81
On July 8, 1963, New Jersey Governor Richard J. Hughes sent a letter to Hatcher
detailing progress the state of New Jersey made in civil rights. The letter was written one month
after Hughes and governors from other states had lunch with President Kennedy during which
the president “invoked their cooperation on the basis of local leadership in the civil rights
struggle.”82 Hughes wrote to Hatcher:
Immediately upon my return here, we started a good deal of commotion which
has involved an appeal to organized labor, the formation of bipartisan committee
of legislative and political leaders of both parties, a steady progression in the
school segregation problem . . . and many other efforts.83

79. Hatcher to President Kennedy.
80. Ibid.
81. Ibid.
82. Governor Richard J. Hughes to Andrew T. Hatcher, July 8, 1963, JFKPOF-097-004-P0013, Papers of
John F. Kennedy. Presidential Papers. President’s Office Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKPOF/097/JFKPOF-097-004, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
83. Governor Hughes to Hatcher.
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Hughes concluded his letter by asking Hatcher for suggestions on anything they may have “left
undone” in New Jersey whether or not Hughes’s letter was forwarded to the attention of
President Kennedy.
Hughes enclosed press clippings showing instances where New Jersey newspapers
mentioned Hughes’s attempt to advance the civil rights narrative. Both articles, one from the
Bergen Record and one from Atlantic City Press, detailed remarks Hughes gave during the
National Council of Catholic Men convention in April 1963. One article, titled “Hughes Urges
Catholic’s Aid,” was published in the Bergen Record on April 29, 1963. As reported in the
article, Hughes told Roman Catholic leadership that they had a moral obligation to support his
fair housing bill, “which would outlaw discrimination in the sale or rental of housing except for 1
or 2-family dwellings where the owner resides.”84 The Atlantic City Press article, published on
April 29, 1963, was titled “Man Can Shape Destiny, Hughes Tells Laymen.” Per the article,
Hughes reportedly encouraged mankind to live more harmoniously and less in fear and hate.
Hughes is quoted for his opposition to segregation and reportedly said, “We Americans of all
religious faiths have been slow to recognize that racial discrimination and segregation are an
insult to God, giver of human dignity and human rights.”85
A signed, handwritten note from Hatcher on the letter he received from Hughes indicates
that Hatcher may have forwarded Hughes’s letter and its enclosures to President Kennedy.
Hatcher wrote, “Mr. President, An example of what one governor has done since his meeting
with you.”86

84. Ibid.
85. Ibid.
86. Ibid.
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It is evident from both documents that Hatcher, at a minimum, was a liaison on behalf of
leaders in Mobile, Alabama and Governor Hughes on civil rights/race relations. On one end,
Hatcher reported directly to the president on the progress of race relations in Mobile, Alabama in
the South. On the other end, he was an intermediary in communicating civil rights progress in
New Jersey in the North.
From Hatcher’s report to President Kennedy, it could be argued that the president may
have encountered challenges with advancing his equal opportunity agenda in Mobile due to the
“race baiting” of media outlets in that area. However, in New Jersey, Governor Hughes appeared
seemingly cooperative and successful in communicating President Kennedy’s civil rights agenda
to religious audiences and via local newspapers. It appears that Hatcher, in his official capacity
as associate press secretary for the White House, worked to ensure that President Kennedy was
knowledgeable of both realities.
Hatcher’s Role: White House Liaison on Civil Rights/Race Relations
Archival records indicate that constituents from states such as California, New York and
Louisiana wrote letters to Hatcher asking him to intervene in their personal affairs on issues such
as equal employment opportunities, the progression of civil rights, and the status of imprisoned
Freedom Riders in Mississippi. In some instances, the letters were authored by individuals who
knew Hatcher personally when he lived in California or New Jersey. Others were authored by
individuals who sent previous correspondence to other White House departments and were
dissatisfied with the results or who sought to hasten a response from the president by contacting
Hatcher.
On Sept. 25, 1963, James A. Sterling, Jr. of Baton Rouge, Louisiana wrote to Hatcher
requesting intervention in a matter regarding equal employment. At the time of the letter,
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Sterling was a World War II veteran employed as a laborer at Kaiser Aluminum & Chemical
Corporation of Baton Rouge.87 Sterling wrote that after being laid off and rehired at Kaiser, he
learned that his job was given to a “white man with less service” when Sterling was out on sick
leave.88 As a result, he wrote a letter to the President’s Committee on Equal Employment
Opportunity (PCEEO) but “did not get any satisfaction.”89 Consequently, Sterling asked Hatcher
to bring his letter to the attention of President Kennedy.90
On October 11, Hatcher requested a “suggested reply” to Sterling’s letter from the
PCEEO.91 On October 18, PCEEO Executive Vice Chairman Hobart Taylor Jr. sent a
memorandum to Hatcher, which included a “suggested reply” to Sterling and a note on the
memorandum’s cover letter that the “initial investigation in this case was not deemed satisfactory
and reinvestigation has delayed any final action in this matter.”92 Hatcher wrote a response to
Sterling on October 23, which indicated his outreach to the PCEEO and the department’s
findings as stated above. “It is expected that a final report will be available in your case in the
very near future. You will be advised,” Hatcher concluded as suggested by the PCEEO.93

87. James A. Sterling, Jr. to Andrew T. Hatcher, Sept. 5, 1963, JFKWHCSF-0371005-p0027, Papers of
John F. Kennedy. Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0371/JFKWHCSF-0371-005, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
88. Ibid.
89. Ibid.
90. Ibid.
91. Hobart Taylor Jr. to Andrew T. Hatcher, Oct. 18, 1963, JFKWHCSF-0371005-p0027, Papers of John F.
Kennedy. Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0371/JFKWHCSF-0371-005, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
92. Ibid.
93. Andrew T. Hatcher to James A, Sterling Jr., Oct. 23, 1963, JFKWHCSF-0371005-p0027, Papers of
John F. Kennedy. Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files,
https://www.jfklibrary.org/asset-viewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0371/JFKWHCSF-0371-005, accessed Sept. 23,
2019.
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Similarly, in a letter dated October 3, 1961, Russell P. Crawford, an employee of the New
York Post Office, wrote to Hatcher “as promised” to send him a copy of the “Report on the
Exclusion of Negroes from Supervisory and Policy Making Positions in the New York, New
York Post Office.”94 A copy of the report was not included in the archived textual folder.
However, Crawford indicated in his letter that he was seeking promotion to Regional Personnel
Assistant, Level 10 in the New York Regional Post Office at the time of the correspondence and
indicated that he enclosed his resume as well.95 Crawford acknowledged that his intent was to
inform Hatcher with the hope of addressing the lack of inclusion on a larger scale:
Those of us in the New York Post Office who know how serious the subject
matter of the report is, want members of our group in key positions like yours to
be in possession of the facts, to say the least. We hope that some massive assault
can be mounted to correct the imbalance shown by the report.96
Hatcher wrote back to Crawford on October 20, 1961 to acknowledge receipt of the
“very revealing memorandum concerning racial discrimination by the New York office of the
Postal Department” and to communicate the follow-up steps he took upon receiving the letter.97
“I have made this information available to Mr. Frederick G. Dutton, Special Assistant to the
President,” Hatcher wrote.98
Other documents analyzed include correspondence to Hatcher from constituents;
however, it is unknown whether he sent an official response to their inquiries. For example,

94. Russell P. Crawford to Andrew T. Hatcher, Oct. 3, 1961, JFKWHCSF-0370-013-p0001, Papers of John
F. Kennedy. Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0370/JFKWHCSF-0370-013, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
95. Ibid.
96. Ibid.
97. Andrew T. Hatcher to Russell P. Crawford, Oct. 20, 1961, JFKWHCSF-0370-013-p0001, Papers of
John F. Kennedy. Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0370/JFKWHCSF-0370-013, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
98. Ibid.
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Pauline Nightingale of California wrote to Hatcher on August 4, 1961 with the hope that he
could help “expedite” her concerns regarding the “plight” and imprisonment of Freedom Riders
in Jackson, Mississippi.99 Nightingale’s cousin as well as students from the University of
California, Los Angeles were among the group of those arrested.100 Therefore, she forwarded
Hatcher a copy of the letter she sent to President Kennedy, also dated on August 4, 1961, in
which she expressed concerns that the Freedom Riders were being detained in deplorable
conditions for “asserting” their constitutional rights.101
In another instance, Katherine Wilson Smith, secretary at The Youth House Inc.—a
detention home for delinquent youth in New York—wrote to Hatcher on August 23, 1963. In the
opening paragraph, Smith mentioned that that she once taught Hatcher in Sunday School and
knew him by his nickname, "Gump."102 She recalled that Hatcher lived on John Street with his
grandparents Mr. and Mrs. James Smith.103 Further along in the letter, Smith indicated the
purpose of her correspondence, which was that she, her immediate supervisors, and several
colleagues had made last minute travel arrangements to travel to the nation’s capital for the
March on Washington.104 Accordingly, the group had several requests for Hatcher, which

99. Pauline Nightingale to Andrew T. Hatcher, Aug. 4, 1961, JFKWHCSF-0368-009-p00, Papers of John
F. Kennedy. Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0368/JFKWHCSF-0368-009, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
100. Ibid.
101. Pauline Nightingale to President John F. Kennedy, Aug. 4, 1961, JFKWHCSF-0368-009-p0039,
Papers of John F. Kennedy. Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files,
https://www.jfklibrary.org/asset-viewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0368/JFKWHCSF-0368-009, accessed Sept. 23,
2019.
102. Katherine Smith to Andrew T. Hatcher, Aug. 23, 1963, JFKWHCSF-0365-008-p0164, Papers of John
F. Kennedy. Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0368/JFKWHCSF-0368-009, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
103. Ibid.
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included: 1) Hatcher recommending a place that could accommodate them for "refreshing
purposes;" 2) meeting with Hatcher that day; and 3) asking Hatcher to arrange a meeting with
them and the president.105 It is unknown whether Hatcher sent a formal response to Nightingale.
However, there is a signed, handwritten note from Hatcher on the back of the letter Hatcher
received from Nightingale, which reads: “Happy to help any other time. Everything filled up.
Private automobile discouraged by leaders and police. My own obligations preclude normal
courtesies.”106
It is evident from these documents that communicating with constituents was a part of
Hatcher’s role. It is also evident that constituents contacted Hatcher to intervene on their behalf
when they wanted to present their civil rights grievances to President Kennedy or bring a
personal matter before the president. Arguably, Hatcher handled these constituent inquiries caseby-case, which included gathering information from the appropriate department to report back to
the constituent or forwarding the constituent request to write another member of the White
House’s leadership team. In several of these instances, Hatcher wrote back to the constituents to
acknowledge receipt of their concerns, to explain the steps he took to address their concerns, and
to provide a coordinated response when appropriate, as evidenced by the previously mentioned
replies he sent to Crawford and Sterling. In addition to corresponding with constituents, Hatcher
also collaborated with White House officials to perform his role as associate White House press
secretary.

105. Ibid.
106. Ibid.; In several of the documents, Hatcher handwrote a response on the letter he received, and that
note was often typed in a formal letter.
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Hatcher’s Role: Collaboration with White House Officials
Internal correspondence from White House officials to Hatcher indicate that other White
House officials provided Hatcher with data and background information for the purpose: of
providing talking points to President Kennedy for speaking engagements and press briefings; and
providing Hatcher with information that he could potentially release to the press.
For example, on May 18, 1962, Theodore C. Sorensen, special counsel to the president,
sent correspondence to Hatcher, while Hatcher was staying at the Hotel Commodore in New
York.107 Per the correspondence, Sorensen provided Hatcher with: “a suggested release of
‘excerpts’ from the president’s remarks at a birthday rally; “possible humor” for the same rally
with a notation that the humor should not be included in the mimeographed press release; and a
production script Sorensen obtained from a friend for an American Medical Association telecast
with President Kennedy and George McGovern who was serving as director of the
administration’s Food for Peace Program.108
In another correspondence dated June 14, 1963, Sorensen sent Hatcher content to be
mimeographed for release but with stern warnings that the information could not be released
until: 1) Secretary of Labor William Wirtz approved it; and 2) the president decided after
meeting with Wirtz whether he wanted any statement released and made the decision to release

107. Memorandum from Theodore C. Sorensen to Andrew T. Hatcher, May 18, 1962, JFKPOF-066a-010p0003, Papers of John F. Kennedy. Presidential Papers. President’s Office Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKPOF/066a/JFKPOF-066a-010, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
108. Ibid.; President John F. Kennedy’s News Conference #34, May 23, 1962, JFKPOF-056-008-p0035,
Papers of John F. Kennedy. Presidential Papers. President's Office Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKPOF/056/JFKPOF-056-008, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.; George S. McGovern Oral History
Interview, JFK #1, April 4, 1964, JFKOH-GSM-01, John F. Kennedy Oral History Collection,
https://www.jfklibrary.org/asset-viewer/archives/JFKOH/McGovern%2C%20George%20S/JFKOH-GSM01/JFKOH-GSM-01, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
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the information.109 The information provided was labeled "PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL"
and dealt with observed problems with leadership within the State Department “from one whose
contact with the department is too limited to qualify as an expert.”110 The memo included
recommendations and warnings about the type of leadership needed in the State Department,
recommendations on how and when to make administrative changes in the department as well as
recommendations for who should lead the department.111
Additional internal correspondence indicate that Hatcher received “confidential” and
previously classified information regarding military operations of Viet Cong, a Vietnamese
military and political organization, as press conference materials. On September 12, 1963, Arthur
Sylvester with the Office of the Secretary of Defense sent Hatcher a memorandum “per our
conversation.”112 The memorandum’s cover letter included a post script that “This is carried as
CONFIDENTIAL in our records but you are of course free to use it if you wish.”113 The
enclosed document contained the answers Hatcher sought and was sent from the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, Office of the Special Assistant for Counterinsurgency and Special Activities. It was signed
by a staff member for V. H. Krulak, Major General, USMC. Among the answers, provided, the
Office of the Special Assistant for Counterinsurgency and Special Activities reported that
“Military operations against the Viet Cong since the beginning of the religious strife in early

109. Memorandum from Theodore C. Sorensen to Andrew T. Hatcher, June 14, 1963, JFKPOF-066A-010,
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112. Memorandum from Arthur Sylvester to Andrew T. Hatcher, Sept. 12, 1963, JFKPOF-061002-P0071,
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May do not reveal a significant change in the tempo of the Government operations against the
Viet Cong.”114 Providing greater detail and data, the office reported figures on the size of
battalion or larger size operating between July and August, the number of small units operations
by the Vietnamese, and the average number of Viet Cong casualties. The report also warned
Hatcher about how to report the statistics, which:
. . . do not lend themselves to any interpretation with the religious or the current
student problems. The statistical indices—always to be used with caution—
continue to confirm that the Vietnamese military effort is not yet being degraded
and, more important, the officers and men of the Vietnamese military
establishment still consider their war with the Viet Cong as the dominant
objective.115
In other correspondence, Hatcher was one of three people who received a memorandum
from President Kennedy’s special assistant, Frederick G. Dutton, which included a summary of
the civil rights initiatives the White House advanced within President Kennedy’s first six months
in office.116 The advancements included, but are not limited to: 1) the conduction of a racial
census on the number of blacks employed in federal agencies; 2) the Civil Service Commission’s
recruitment drives through black colleges, minority newspapers, and other outlets; 3) regional
seminars with “top administration officials” on civil rights policies; 4) requesting nondiscriminatory employment practices in the private economy and defense contracting; and 5)
specific actions taken by the administration (i.e. the creation of President's Committee on Equal

114. Ibid.
115. Ibid.
116. Memorandum from Frederick G. Dutton to Andrew T. Hatcher, July 8, 1961, JFKWHCSF-0358-012P0054, Papers of John F. Kennedy. Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files,
https://www.jfklibrary.org/asset-viewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0358/JFKWHCSF-0358-012, accessed Sept. 23,
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Employment Opportunity; sending U.S. marshals and “assertion of leadership” by the Attorney
General to address the Freedom Riders situation in Alabama).117
The report also outlined challenges the administration faced, which included: a need for
Senate approval of President Kennedy’s nominations to the Civil Rights Commission;
“continuation of the Civil Rights Commission beyond its statutory expiration date;” low
employment levels of blacks; the need for executive action on housing discrimination; the
continued struggle with desegregation of schools and military; and a symbolic and actual need
for minority representation on the White House following the departure of Frank Reeves, civil
rights activist who also served as special assistant to the president.118 Dutton also sent the memo
to Harris Wofford and Louis Martin.119
The correspondence Hatcher received from his White House colleagues are telling in
several regards. First, Sorenson’s previously cited memorandum to Hatcher on May 18, 1962
indicates that Hatcher travelled with President Kennedy and played a role in ensuring the
president was briefed for speaking appearances during the travel event. Next, Hatcher was in
receipt of information deemed confidential and had to follow protocol before releasing the
information publicly. The documents also reveal a willingness from White House officials to
ensure that Hatcher was abreast of subject matter necessary to brief the president, press, or
himself on White House affairs. Furthermore, these documents reveal that Hatcher, working at a
high level of government, had to collaborate with other high-level White House officials to be
effective in his official duties. On one end, Hatcher had to request the information from the

117. Ibid.
118. Ibid.; Frank Reeves Oral History Interview – JFK#1, March 29, 1967, JFKOH-FRR-01, John F.
Kennedy Oral History Collection, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKOH/Reeves%2C%20Frank%20D/JFKOH-FRR-01/JFKOH-FRR-01, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
119. Memorandum from Frederick G. Dutton to Andrew T. Hatcher.
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subject matter experts within his organization. On the other end, those subject matter experts had
to provide Hatcher with appropriate information so that Hatcher could use it in fulfilling his
official duties. In several instances, the subject matter experts provided warnings, suggestions
and directives to Hatcher on how to proceed with using the information. Lastly, these documents
indicate that Hatcher’s work in the White House was not limited to civil rights matters, as he was
responsible for handling sensitive matters such as military operations and White House staffing.
Hatcher’s Role: Media Relations
The archives also provide evidence of Hatcher’s role in working with media as a source,
subject, and liaison. Jon Donald, public affairs director for WBAI 99.5 FM in New York, wrote
to Hatcher on December 27, 1961 to ask him to participate in an "informal debate" with three
others (Louis Lomax, James Farmer and Burke Marshall) on "whether or not the administration
should press now for guarantees on integration in the fields of federally assisted housing and
transportation."120 The 90-minutes debate was going to broadcast live and would include a
question period “from the floor” following the debate.121 The event was scheduled to rebroadcast
at a later time at WBAI’s sister stations in San Francisco and Los Angeles.122 Hatcher wrote to
Donald on December 29 to decline the invitation due to a prior engagement with the governor of
California.123

120. Ibid.
121. Ibid.
122. Ibid.
123. Andrew T. Hatcher to Jon Donald, Dec. 29, 1961, JFKWHCSF-0362-004-p0001, Papers of John F.
Kennedy. Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0362/JFKWHCSF-0362-004, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
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Edith Austin, managing editor for the Sun-Reporter, where Hatcher worked prior to the
White House, wrote to Hatcher on August 8, 1963 regarding a statewide “Status of Women in
California” conference that the Sun Reporter’s Public Affairs Bureau was planning.124 Austin,
who was planning the event, was aware that President Kennedy had established a committee on
the "Status of Women in America," which had eight to ten "Negro" women on the committee.125
Thus, she wanted to have one of the women at the California conference and contacted Hatcher
to find out: "What arrangements must be made with the head of the committee? How would we
go about getting the entire list of names on the committee?"126
Following her official request, Austin, who appears to have been a be a personal associate
of Hatcher, shifted the focus to inquire about civil rights/race in the nation’s capital and
California:
How’s the civil rights climate in Washington? How to cover the August 28 march.
Are you planning to be there? Know you are. When are you coming home again?
The California Negro Leadership Conference is next weekend at Stanford
University. Seems like the idea is going to grow and we are stuck with making it
succeed every year.
Give my love to the wife and kiddies.127
After receiving Austin’s letter, Hatcher wrote to Assistant Secretary of Labor Esther
Peterson regarding the conference Austin was planning as well as Austin’s request to have

124. Edith M. Austin to Andrew T. Hatcher, Aug. 8, 1963, JFKWHCSF-0374-014-p0024, Papers of John
F. Kennedy. Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0374/JFKWHCSF-0374-014, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
125. Ibid.
126. Ibid.
127. Ibid.
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members from the President’s Commission on the Status of Women participate in the event.128
“Could you supply Miss Austin with the names of the women active on this commission as well
as some other background material for her use. I have already forwarded her all of our press
releases on the subject,” Hatcher wrote.129
Thus, in this instance, Hatcher displayed several actions. First, consistent with how he
handled constituent inquiries, Hatcher contacted the subject matter expert for the information
requested. He also sent a follow-up letter to Austin to acknowledge receipt of her letter, to
disclose the actions he took regarding her inquiry, and to reveal any additional information.
What was different in this instance, however, is that Hatcher also treated Austin’s request as a
media inquiry. Although Austin did not contact Hatcher for a comment or background
information pertinent to her inquiry, Hatcher was in possession of press releases relevant to the
nature of the request and took the liberty to provide Austin with those press releases.
On Aug. 15, 1963, Hatcher wrote back to Austin:
Many thanks for your recent letter. It was good to hear from you. I am enclosing
some press releases on the President’s Commission on the Status of Women
which may be helpful to you. You can expect to hear further from Esther
Peterson, Assistant Secretary of Labor, who has worked very closely with the
commission.130
Furthermore, Hatcher limited his formal response to White House matters, which in this
case was the President’s Commission on the Status of Women, when he wrote to both Austin and
Edith. In his letter to Austin, Hatcher did not address any of her questions regarding the civil
rights climate in Washington, his involvement in the March on Washington, his personal travels

128. Andrew T. Hatcher to Edith M. Austin, Aug. 15, 1963, JFKWHCSF-0374-014-p0024, Papers of John
F. Kennedy. Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0374/JFKWHCSF-0374-014, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
129. Ibid.
130. Hatcher to Edith M. Austin.
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to California, or the mobilization of black leaders in California. Similarly, Hatcher did not
mention his past affiliation with the Sun-Reporter or personal association with Austin in his
correspondence to Peterson; yet, he expressed a confidence in his letter to Austin that Peterson
would respond to the request.
The archives contain additional records that reveal that Hatcher also: worked with a
reporter on an article that featured President Kennedy; appeared on a piloted television series;
and helped coordinate logistics for civil rights leaders following the March on Washington.
Lawrence “Larry” Lader reached out to both Hatcher and Salinger for follow-up material on a
story Lader was writing for Parade Magazine about President Kennedy’s years at Harvard.131
Hatcher made an appearance on “Unknown Quantity”—a piloted television broadcast that sought
to show the “trials” and “triumphs” of blacks, which the producer argued was uncommon on
television during that time period.132 During Hatcher’s appearance on the show, he reportedly
discussed “the many facets of his work in the White House, and how he is received as a
Negro.”133 Lastly, Jay Richard Kennedy with Metropolitan Broadcasting Television mentioned
Hatcher in a letter he sent to Salinger.134 Jay Richard Kennedy had facilitated an interview with
ten civil rights leaders following the March on Washington and expressed his appreciation in the
logistical support he received from Hatcher and other White House staffers:

131. Lawrence Lader to Andrew T. Hatcher, Aug. 25, 1961, JFKPOF-003-009-p0007, Papers of John F.
Kennedy. Presidential Papers, President’s Office Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKPOF/003/JFKPOF-003-009, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
132. Robert W. Williams to President John F. Kennedy, Jan. 14, 1963, Papers of John F. Kennedy.
Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0363/JFKWHCSF-0363-003#, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
133. Ibid.
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Without the cooperation of Mr. Hatcher, your staff and some members of
the White House security police, I’m quite sure I should have never
succeeded in extricating the leaders from the droves of people at the White
House that day, to arrive with them safely at WTTG-TV.135
The media relations findings revealed that Hatcher was contacted by media on civil rights
and non-civil rights matters. In interacting with media, the study found that: 1) Hatcher declined
one media interview due to prior engagements and participated in one where he discussed his
personal role in the White House; 2) Hatcher appeared to not address his personal matters or
stances when conducing official business; 3) Hatcher was one point of contact for members of
the press who wanted to write about President Kennedy; and 4) he liaised with members of the
media in ways that may not have benefitted the White House, yet was a reflection of the White
House.
Perception of Hatcher
The archives also provide an albeit minute glimpse into the public’s perception of
Hatcher. It has already been established that constituents sought Hatcher out as a liaison for their
personal matters regarding civil rights or race relations. However, there is some indication that
Hatcher’s promotion to the post of associate press secretary evoked a sense of pride in members
of the black community who believed that Hatcher was in a prime position to advance matters of
civil rights and race relations. It may have drawn opposition from civil rights leaders who didn’t
agree with Hatcher’s stance on certain race related matters. It also evoked uncertainty from an

135 Ibid.; The Civil Rights leaders Jay Richard Kennedy met with were: Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
president, Southern Christian Leadership Conference; Floyd McKissick, national chairman of the Congress of Racial
Equality; Walter Reuther, president of United Automobile Workers, vice president of AFL-CIO executive council;
Matthew Ahmann, executive director, National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice; A. Phillip Randolph,
president, Negro American Labor Council and the "negro" member of the AFL-CIO; Roy Wilkins, executive
secretary of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People; John Lewis, chairman of the Student
Non-violent Coordinating Committee; Whitney Young, Jr., executive director, National Urban League; Rabbi
Joachim Prinz, president of the American Jewish Congress; and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, vice-chairman of the
Commission on Religion and Race of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in America.
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acquaintance who contacted Hatcher for support, but who appeared unsure of Hatcher’s
willingness or ability to act on his behalf.
L. F. Coles wrote to Hatcher on June 21, 1961 to express that he was “deeply concerned”
about Hatcher and the work he was doing. “You are in a great position to the help the President
and his press secretary and also his brother Bob to fully understand the problems that are
confronting Negroes,” Coles wrote.136 In the letter, Coles acknowledged that he agreed with
Hatcher’s position that blacks “should begin to do something for themselves economically;”
although, civil rights leaders such as Roy Wilkins withstood Hatcher for such a stance.137 Coles
concluded his letter by stating that he was pleased to learn that Hatcher accompanied President
Kennedy on a trip overseas. “I was afraid he would not take you. His stock has gone up with me.
Keep up the good work.”138
Hatcher wrote a response letter to Coles on July 14, 1961 wherein he thanked Coles for
supporting President Kennedy’s civil rights program. Unlike prior correspondence, Hatcher
disclosed his personal sentiments in this letter as well as the administration’s commitment to
civil rights:
I feel confident that every Negro has a better chance to live a more meaningful
and productive life as of this date than he had on January 19th of this year, or
would have if Mr. Nixon was president.
We do not intend to rest with our many accomplishments in the field but will
continue to provide the moral leadership needed to find a constructive solution to
the problem of racial discrimination based on color.

136. L. F. Coles to Andrew T. Hatcher, June 21, 1961, JFKWHCSF-0361-004-p0006, Papers of John F.
Kennedy. Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0361/JFKWHCSF-0361-004, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
137. Ibid.
138. Ibid.
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Robert E. Scott of California was a friend of Hatcher. Scott wrote to Hatcher on May 27,
1963 while caucusing with a group of friends on how to solve the problems of integration after
attending a human rights demonstration in San Francisco.139 The group decided to share its
proposed solution with Hatcher, but wasn’t sure that there was anything Hatcher could do about
it:
. . . we felt after discussing it a while that if President Kennedy accompanied the
Alabama student to registration the integration effort would be advanced by ten
years almost immediately. Such an act might well forestall violence and we felt he
almost certainly would bet treated with the utmost respect by school officials—if
not the Governor.
I hope you’ll not feel we are presumptuous in writing; the idea struck us all as
good and perhaps you’ll not agree and even if you do, perhaps there isn’t
something you can do about it. Time seemed to be pretty important and you’re the
only one in the White House we know.
We see you occasionally on T.V., and I’ve often wondered if you know as many
of the answers as the boss.140
Hatcher wrote back to Scott on August 7, 1963, letting him know that it was a pleasure to
hear from him even though Scott’s “suggestion was never seriously considered.”141 Hatcher
added that the “President’s record in the field of civil rights merits the support of all who make
this their principal interest,” and expressed his personal desire to see such “enthusiasm” used to
help re-elect Kennedy.142

139. Robert E. Scott to Andrew T. Hatcher, May 27, 1963, JFKWHCS-0367-008-p0174, Papers of John F.
Kennedy. Presidential Papers. White House Central Subject Files, https://www.jfklibrary.org/assetviewer/archives/JFKWHCSF/0367/JFKWHCSF-0367-008, accessed Sept. 23, 2019.
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141. Andrew T. Hatcher to Robert E. Scott, Aug. 7, 1963, JFKWHCS-0367-008-p0174, Papers of John F.
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Thus, the archival documents show that public perception of Hatcher, particularly in the
black community, may have been fractured. In one regard, Hatcher appears to be esteemed for
his professional accomplishments and post in the White House. He is also a hopeful point of
contact for blacks who didn’t have access to the White House prior to Hatcher. Nevertheless, his
stance on some of the president’s policies and his personal beliefs on the economic plight of
blacks may have caused dissension between Hatcher and top civil rights leaders.
Equally important, both Coles and Scott expressed some degree of public perception
regarding Hatcher in their correspondence. Interestingly, Hatcher included his personal stances
in his responses to both men, which contrasted the communications Hatcher sent to constituents
or media professionals who contacted him. In the responses to Coles and Scott, not only did
Hatcher affirm President Kennedy’s record on civil rights, but he also expressed his personal
desires to see Kennedy reelected, to see blacks lead more productive lives, and to solve the
problem of racial discrimination. It is interesting to note that Hatcher made personal statements
in these two instances where his public perception was praised and questioned. While the
public’s perception of Hatcher may have varied, it can be argued that how the public viewed
Hatcher was secondary to his official role of associate White House press secretary. Regardless
of how Coles, Scott, or others perceived Hatcher, it is evident that those who contacted him
thought enough of his position in or near authority to request his assistance.
In sum, the archival study provides answers to the research question about how Hatcher
performed his role. The study revealed that Hatcher: 1) reported to the president on civil rights
and civil rights media coverage; 2) collaborated with White House officials; 3) served as a
liaison with constituents; and 4) served as a media liaison. The study also provides insight to
how blacks may have perceived Hatcher in his role as associate press secretary.
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Newspaper Findings
Content analysis of newspapers provided more insight into Hatcher’s role. For the
purpose of this study, the unit of analysis for newspapers was limited to articles from national,
local, and minority newspapers. This included transcripts of President Kennedy’s press
conferences, which were published as full-length articles and wherein Hatcher was mentioned.
The transcripts were published as articles; therefore, the researcher analyzed them as such. The
researcher did not analyze editorials, stand-alone photos, display ads, columns, opinion pieces,
and articles that mentioned Hatcher during his tenure in President Johnson’s administration, as
he became the first black associate White House press secretary under President Kennedy.
Overall, the searches generated a total of 248 articles published by the selected national,
local, and minority newspapers. In analyzing the content, certain themes emerged that answered
the research questions of: how the national, local and minority press covered Hatcher; how
Hatcher interacted with national and local press; and how national, local and minority press
covered presidential priorities as communicate through Hatcher.
Coverage of Hatcher
During civil rights, some expressed concerns that blacks, except for athletes and
entertainers, were not represented fairly in news media.143 On the other end, white news reporters
reportedly questioned Hatcher’s ability to function in his role. Columnist Simeon Booker
reported the sentiment:
‘How can a Negro newsman discuss gross national product, the budget or wage
stabilization?’ growled some White House newsmen. ‘Hell, all they write about is
civil rights.’ More beefs: ‘Where will they sleep him at night in the South?’ ‘Is he
a NAACP AGENT?’ ‘What’s JFK trying to prove?’

143. Robert W. Williams to President Kennedy.
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This was the furor kicked up three years ago when Andrew Thomas Hatcher was
announced the first Negro associate White House press secretary. Contrary to
popular opinion, the New Frontier’s major Negro appointee wasn’t hailed as the
ideal example of merit hiring or the perfect symbol of opportunity.144
Both sentiments indicate why it was important for this study to identify how newspapers covered
Hatcher, specifically. Thus, the findings of the newspapers’ coverage of Hatcher focused on
three areas: 1) instances where an article mentioned Hatcher in a headline; 2) instances when
Hatcher’s race was mentioned in an article; and 3) instances when a photograph of Hatcher
accompanied an article. Of the 248 articles studied, Hatcher was mentioned or alluded to in
fifteen headlines. A photo of Hatcher appeared in fifteen articles, and his race was mentioned in
nineteen articles.
For the national publication, Hatcher was mentioned in seventy-three articles published
by The New York Times for the time period studied. Of those articles, Hatcher’s race was
mentioned once, and a photo of Hatcher appeared in three articles. Hatcher was mentioned in one
headline, which referenced him by name. That published headline read: “No. 2 Press Aide
Andrew Thomas Hatcher.”145 Hatcher’s race is mentioned in this article, and a photo of Hatcher
is featured in the article, which provides a biographical sketch and professional critique of
Hatcher as the “No. 2” press secretary who made a rare appearance as acting White House press
secretary. The New York Times reported:
Andrew Thomas Hatcher is a self-styled “professional second man” and is proud
of it. He is equally proud that he is a professional Democrat who gave up golf for
his party and abandoned California for the uncertain rewards of Washington. Mr.
Hatcher’s willingness to play a second political fiddle, and his devotion to the
Democrats, resulted last winter in his designation as assistant White House press
secretary, one of the first six appointments made by the newly elected John F.
Kennedy.
144. Simeon Booker, “Andrew Hatcher Makes Good,” 1963. Ebony 18 (12): 69.
145. Special to The New York Times, "No. 2 Press Aide: Andrew Thomas Hatcher," The New York Times
(1923-Current File), Sept. 04, 1961.
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It was Mr. Hatcher, in a rare appearance as No. 1 man, who announced a number
of proposals made by President Kennedy today, including the United StatesBritish call for a ban on nuclear tests in the atmosphere.146
For the local, minority publication from the Mid-West, Hatcher was mentioned in
seventeen Chicago Defender (national edition) articles. Of those articles, Hatcher was mentioned
in two headlines, his race was mentioned in two articles, and a photo of Hatcher appeared in two
articles. One of the headlines read “Andrew Hatcher Meets the Press.” A photo of Hatcher was
published in that article, wherein Hatcher appeared with Pierre Salinger; Dolphin Thompson,
president of Capital Press Club; and Ethel Payne, editor of the Committee on Political Education,
at a meeting where Hatcher and Salinger explained changes in the presidential news
conferences.147 Another headline read: “Press Secretary Advises Against Using Discrimination
as a Crutch.”148 A photo of Hatcher alone appeared in this article, which focused on remarks
Hatcher delivered to students at Shaw University, the first Historically Black College and
University in the southern United States.149
Hatcher was mentioned in thirty-five articles published by the Chicago Defender (daily
edition). Of those articles, he was mentioned in eleven headlines. Hatcher is mentioned by name
in nine headlines and is alluded to as an “aide” of President Kennedy in two headlines. Some of
the Chicago Defender (daily edition) headlines focused on Hatcher’s appointment, his political
affairs, speaking engagements and civil rights. Examples of such headlines include: “Kennedy

146. Ibid.
147. "Andrew Hatcher Meets the Press,” Chicago Defender (National edition) (1921-1967), Jan. 7, 1961.
148. "Press Secretary Advises Against using Discrimination as A Crutch," Chicago Defender (National
Edition) (1921-1967), Jan. 27, 1962.
149. “About Shaw,” http://www.shawu.edu/About_Shaw/?section=about-shaw, accessed Oct. 12, 2019.
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Taps Andrew Hatcher;” “Andy Hatcher to Address Southern Beauty Congress;” “Hatcher Sets
Eyes on Rights Future;” and “President’s Aide to Talk at Political Party Here.”150 Hatcher’s race
was mentioned in seven Chicago Defender (daily edition) articles, several of which mentioned
Hatcher as one of several blacks appointed in the Kennedy administration.151
In addition, a photo of Hatcher appeared in five articles published by the Chicago
Defender (daily edition). A photo of Hatcher alone appeared in articles that: 1) mentioned
President-elect Kennedy’s selection of Hatcher; 2) reported that Hatcher declined to comment on
comments President Dwight Eisenhower’s “assertion,” prior to leaving that the White House,
that the U.S. did not have plans to invade Cuba; 3) reported that Hatcher was scheduled to
deliver the keynote address at the Chicago Defender's Round Table of Commerce banquet on
May 26, 1961; and 4) reported that Hatcher told reporters that President Kennedy had not
received a meeting request from civil rights leaders who were planning a civil rights march at the
nation’s capital.152
Hatcher was mentioned in twenty-one articles published by the Jackson Advocate, a
local, minority publication in the Southern region. Of those articles, Hatcher’s race was
mentioned eight times, and a photo of Hatcher appeared in five articles. He was mentioned in
four headlines. Hatcher was mentioned by name and position in one headline. He was alluded to

150. "Kennedy Taps Andrew Hatcher," Chicago Defender (National Edition) (1921-1967), Nov. 19, 1960;
"Andy Hatcher to Address Southern Beauty Congress," Chicago Defender (Daily Edition) (1960-1973), July 31,
1961; "Hatcher Says Set Eye on Rights Future," Chicago Defender (Daily Edition) (1960-1973), Oct. 30, 1963;
"President's Aide to Talk at Political Party Here," Chicago Defender (Daily Edition) (1960-1973), Oct. 26, 1961.
151. "400 in Frisco Honor Hatcher," Chicago Defender (Daily Edition) (1960-1973), Dec. 6, 1960.;
"Appointment of Jenkins is Part of Kennedy's Equal Job Program," Chicago Defender (Daily Edition) (1960-1973),
July 23, 1963.
152. "Kennedy Taps Andrew Hatcher."; "Hatcher Won't Talk on Ike's Assertion," Chicago Defender (Daily
Edition) (1960-1973), Sept. 13, 1961.; "Kennedy Aide to Talk at Banquet," Chicago Defender (Daily Edition)
(1960-1973), May 17, 1961; "Rights Meeting Not Requested, Says JFK Aide," Chicago Defender (Daily Edition)
(1960-1973), July 25, 1963.
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by his role as press secretary in three headlines, one of which referenced his race. The Jackson
Advocate’s headlines focused on Hatcher’s appointment and speaking engagements before key
black audiences. Examples of such headlines include: “Kennedy Names Negro Associate Press
Secretary;” and “White House Associate Press Secretary Shriners Principal Speaker,” an event
which expected approximately 8,000 attendees.153 Photos of Hatcher appeared in both articles. In
another photo, Hatcher was featured with President Kennedy, John H. Sengstacke, publisher and
editor of the Chicago Defender and founder of the National Newspaper Publishers Association
(NNPA), as well as NNPA members John Kirkpatrick, St. Louis Crusader, F. Washington
Rhodes, Philadelphia Tribune and John Murphy, III, Afro American Newspapers.154 In the
photo, President Kennedy is seen reading an inscription on the Russworm award, which was
given to Hatcher for his achievements in journalism.155
Lastly, Hatcher was mentioned by race in Chicago Defender (daily edition) articles that
mentioned his appointment in the Kennedy administration as well as his scheduled appearances
at the Southern Beauty Congress and Shriner’s conventions.156

153. “Kennedy Names Negro Associate Press Secretary,” Jackson Advocate, Aug. 5, 1961, Chronicling
America: Historic American Newspapers, Lib. of Congress,
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn79000083/1961-08-05/ed-1/seq-1/, accessed Sept. 15, 2019.
154. “Publishers Given VIP Studded Party by Market Developers,” Jackson Advocate. Feb.10, 1962,
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/data/batches/msar_iron_ver01/data/sn79000083/00383345042/1962021001/0640.
pdf, accessed Sept. 15, 2019.
155. Ibid.
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April 22, 1961, Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Lib. of Congress,
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn79000083/1961-04-22/ed-1/seq-2/, accessed Sept. 15, 2019; “Andrew
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1961, Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Lib. of Congress,
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For the local publication from the Southern region, Hatcher was mentioned in 102 articles
published by The Times-Picayune. Of those articles, Hatcher’s race was mentioned in one article,
where it was noted that Hatcher and Salinger received honorary membership from the Capitol
Press Club—a predominantly black organization.157 Hatcher was never mentioned in a headline,
and no photos of Hatcher appeared in the articles studied.
Accordingly, the study found stark similarities and differences in how Hatcher was
covered during his tenure as associate White House press secretary from 1960-1963, during
President Kennedy’s administration. See Table 1.
Table 1-Coverage of Hatcher
The New
York Times

Chicago
Defender
(national
edition)

Chicago
Defender
(daily
edition)

The TimesPicayune

Jackson
Advocate

Total

No. of
Articles

73

17

35

102

21

248

Headline

1 (1.4%)

2 (11.8%)

11 (31.4%)

0 (0%)

4 (19%)

18 (7.3%)

Photos

3 (4.1%)

2 (11.8%)

5 (14.3%)

0 (0%)

5 (23.8%)

15 (6%)

Race
Mentioned

1 (1.4%)

2 (11.8%)

7 (20%)

1 (1%)

8 (38%)

19 (7.7%)

Collectively, Hatcher appeared in more articles published by the non-minority daily
publications, The New York Time and The Times-Picayune. Similarly, both publications
mentioned Hatcher in one article. The Times-Picayune, was the only publication that did not
mention Hatcher in a headline or publish a photo of Hatcher. However, the Chicago Defender

157. "Group Receives JFK Invitation," Times-Picayune (New Orleans, Louisiana), May 27, 1961: 21.
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(daily edition) outpaced all publications in the number of times Hatcher was mentioned in a
headline, indicating that the publication covered Hatcher more as a news subject when compared
to the other publications. Similarly, the Chicago Defender (daily edition), the Chicago Defender
(national edition) and the Jackson Advocate published more photos and more mentions of
Hatcher’s race than the other publications.
Arguably, this study found that Hatcher’s race, his presence, as communicated through
published photos, and his person, as evidenced by headlines, were priorities in the three minority
publications studied. However, these topics were perhaps of lesser priority for the non-minority
publications studied.
Interaction with Press
Next, the study sought to provide answers into how Hatcher interacted with the media in
determining whether he was a source, providing comment and information or a subject (topic of
discussion). It was discovered that Hatcher primarily interacted with national, national
(minority), and local (non-minority) newspapers as a source. Conversely, he was covered
extensively as a subject in the local minority newspapers.
This study found that Hatcher interacted with The New York Times as a source in fortynine of the articles analyzed. Hatcher was a subject in nineteen articles and both a source and
subject in five articles published by The New York Times. For example, Hatcher was a source in
an article published on October 22, 1961 regarding President Kennedy’s plans to visit San Diego
to view navy exercises and meet with Adlai Stevenson, then U.S. chief delegate to the United
Nations. Hatcher reportedly told reporters that President Kennedy was going to discuss
Stevenson’s general assignment at the United Nations and declined to comment on a personal
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trip that President Kennedy’s had scheduled that day.158 In another article, he is referenced for
stating that James Benton Parsons was being considered for a U.S. District judgeship, an
appointment that ultimately made Parsons the first black appointed to the federal judiciary in
U.S. history.159 On matters of international affairs, Hatcher, as a source, once told reporters that
President Kennedy invited Premier Chen Cheng of the Republic to the U.S. in “‘return for
courtesies’” shown to Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson when he visited Taiwan.160
Conversely, The New York Times covered Hatcher as a subject in an article that
mentioned that he was going to deliver the keynote address to a group of 5,000 girls who served
as editors of their high school newspaper, yearbook, or magazine during a convention for the
Columbia Scholastic Press Association.161 In another instance, Hatcher was mentioned for
attending a meeting where Salinger encouraged democratic legislative press aides to assist with
securing media coverage of President Kennedy’s news conferences and appearances.162
Hatcher interacted as a source in five of the Chicago Defender (national edition) articles
studied. He was a subject in ten of the articles and both a source and subject in two. There is
evidence that Hatcher was a source in the Chicago Defender (national edition) on topics such as
administrative appointments and school integration. In one article, Hatcher was mentioned for
providing information regarding James H. Meredith’s attempt to integrate the University of
Mississippi:
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President Kennedy is receiving frequent reports on the attempts of the federal
government to carry out the court ordered enrollment of Negro James H. Meredith
in the University of Mississippi, a spokesman said.
Associate Press Secretary Andrew T. Hatcher said, however, that the President
has not been in touch with Gov. Ross Barnett of Mississippi concerning the
Meredith case.163
In another article where Hatcher was covered as a source and subject, the Chicago
Defender (national edition) reported that within seven months of President Kennedy’s
inauguration, Hatcher and Salinger were on pace to "set new records for travel and speech
making by presidential spokesmen.”164 The publication cited Hatcher’s speech before the
Southern Beauty Congress in Birmingham, Alabama as one example, and it reported that
Hatcher said the speech was about “‘making sacrifices.’”165 The article further noted that both
Salinger and Hatcher began accepting fewer speaking engagements after both men once
scheduled speaking engagements for the same day, which resulted in Wayne Hawks, White
House chief of records, handling the press office "for several hours."166
As a subject, the Chicago Defender (national edition) mentioned Hatcher for award
recognition and the integration of a professional organization, among other topics. For instance,
Hatcher was mentioned as one of forty of an “integrated group” of individuals selected to receive
the “Good American” award from Chicago’s Committee of One Hundred.167 The award was
given to individuals, mostly from Chicago,” who made "outstanding contributions in the fields of
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civic improvement and human relations" in 1961.168 In another instance, the publication reported
that the American Newspaper Women's Club was moving to integrate its membership.169 The
group invited four blacks to a reception in one step in that direction, including Hatcher who was
unable to attend.170 Salinger represented the White House at the event instead.171 Hatcher also
invited jazz vocalist Gloria Lynne to the White House. Lynne had reportedly “made it big
‘overnight’” after trying for ten years.172 While at the White House, she attended a luncheon,
“toured the Kennedy home,” and attended a presidential press conference.173 Lastly, Hatcher
communicated to the leaders of the Urban League of Chicago that President Kennedy supported
its efforts. At the time, the “Chicago affiliate of the nation-wide civil rights organization,” was
working to “double its membership from 6,000 to 12,000.”174 President Kennedy had
commended the organization for “‘the important contributions you have made toward achieving
true and complete equal opportunity,’” the publication reported.175
This study found that Hatcher interacted with the Chicago Defender (daily edition) as a
source in eleven of the articles analyzed. Hatcher was a subject in seventeen of the articles and
both source and subject in seven articles. In one instance, Hatcher was covered as a subject for
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comments that he and Salinger made to the Capital Press Club regarding changes to how, then,
President-elect Kennedy would hold news conferences. The men reportedly told the club that
Kennedy’s news conferences would be available to all newspapers with the only criteria being
the president’s personal safety. This decision made it “possible for correspondents and reporters
of weekly newspapers, especially the Negro Press, to obtain White House credentials.” It also
provided for the recognition of black photographers who had been “denied membership in the
White House Photographers Association.”176
Covering Hatcher as a subject, the Chicago Defender (daily edition) reported that
approximately 400 gathered in San Francisco to "welcome home" Hatcher for being the first
black to work as associate press secretary in the White House.177 The event, a luncheon, was
sponsored by the Democratic State Central Committee.178
Covering Hatcher as a source and subject, the Chicago Defender (daily edition) reported
that Hatcher was scheduled to be the keynote speaker for at the “Fellows of the Round Table of
Commerce” awards banquet, which was sponsored by the Chicago Defender. However, Hatcher
could not attend because he was in Paris preparing for the Kennedy-DeGaulle meeting.179
Hatcher did not interact solely as a source in any of the Jackson Advocate articles studied.
He was the subject of eighteen Jackson Advocate articles and was represented as both a source
and subject in three of the articles. In the articles where Hatcher was as source and subject,
Hatcher is covered for being a speaker at an event as well as for the comments he made during
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those events. For example, Hatcher is quoted or paraphrased in three instances for comments he
made during his speaking engagements to audiences such as the Southern Beauty Congress, the
National Medical Association, and the Southern Democratic Conference—a, then, newly
established group of black democratic leaders from eight southern states. The Jackson Advocate
also reported that Hatcher spoke to an “at capacity” crowd during the 17th Annual Banquet for
the Southern Beauty Congress in 1962, where he addressed the economic advancement during
his remarks. Hatcher said:
Economic advantage and improvement for middle class Negroes appear to be
static . . . The Negro as an investor in the economy is almost non-existent. Except
in a few cities such as Atlanta, Birmingham and Chicago and in a few businesses
such as insurance, cosmetology, service industries, a limited number of savings
and loan associations, Negroes have not organized their capital, or put it to work
to make money achieve security and status in the community.
Lastly, Hatcher was a source in ninety-four of The Times-Picayune articles studied. He
was a subject in six of the articles, and a source and subject in one article. In one example where
Hatcher served as a source, he denied any significance to President Kennedy omitting remarks
from a prepared speech for a banquet toast to European President Charles DeGaulle. Had the
remarks been included in the speech, Kennedy would have affirmed the United States’
maintenance of armed forces in Europe. Hatcher reportedly, said: “There is no significance to the
omission of any portion of the text of the President’s original toast. The statements were meant
to explain the President’s position.”180
In an instance where Hatcher was referenced as a source and subject, reporters sought
more information regarding President Kennedy and Great Britain Prime Minister Harold
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MacMillan’s stance on the Soviet Union nuclear tests.181 The Times-Picayune reported that it
was believed that President Kennedy and Prime Minister MacMillan were going to release a joint
statement “justifying a new U.S. resumption of nuclear test in the air” as a way to give the Soviet
Union a “last chance to halt tests by reversing” its stance against a “cheat proof nuclear test-ban
treaty.”182
Hatcher reportedly scheduled a briefing with journalists regarding an “international
matter.”183 However, he would not discuss the purpose of the briefing with inquiring reporters:
Hatcher declined to specify the nature of the announcement but did tell a
questioner that reports originating in London to the effect that such a message is
under consideration and being weighed by Prime Minister MacMillan and
President Kennedy are true.184
In another example, Hatcher was mentioned as a subject in a Times-Picayune article
regarding his, then five-year-old son, Avery Hatcher. Avery was the only “negro pupil” at the
integrated school the White House ran for President Kennedy’s daughter, Caroline Kennedy and
her friends.185 According to the article, twenty students were enrolled in the school, and the
identities of the other students were kept secret.186
These findings show that the Hatcher had more interactions with The New York Times
and The Times-Picayune (non-minority publications) as a source than he did with the minority
publications, which covered Hatcher more as a subject.
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Presidential Priorities
Lastly, this research sought to identify presidential priorities as communicated via
Hatcher to media. Thus, in analyzing the articles where Hatcher provided comments as a source,
the study found that Hatcher’s comments were quoted or paraphrased in the publications on
matters pertaining to: White House administration, international affairs, civil rights, the
president’s personal matters, national matters, politics, military operations, himself, and “other”
topics, which did not fall under any of those categories.
Of The New York Times articles analyzed, Hatcher commented as a source in fifty-three
articles. He most commonly commented on matters pertaining to the White House administration
(sixteen articles), international affairs (seventeen articles), and the president’s personal matters
(seven articles). Hatcher also commented on: military operations (one article); national matters
(five articles); politics (two articles); and other (five articles). This study did not reveal instances
where Hatcher commented on civil rights/race relations in The New York Times.
Most notably, Hatcher commented on the general affairs of the administration in The New
York Times. On July 23, 1961, the publication reported that President Kennedy and Canadian
Prime Minster John Diefenbaker opened a communications network over a microwave system
that connected the Alaska with the U.S. The publication reported, “Andrew Hatcher, the
President’s assistant press secretary, called the microwave system ‘an important new
communications network.’ He said it would be valuable both for defense communications and
for commercial needs.”187 In the same article, Hatcher commented on the nation’s Food For
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Peace Program and mentioned that the president was scheduled to work on a speech and attend
mass the following day.188 The publication reported:
Through Mr. Hatcher, the President praised the work of the Food for Peace
program, which he said had shipped abroad during the first six months of 1961,
four times as much food as was shipped all last year.
The President said the program would continue to expand, under legislation he
signed yesterday, which canceled a June 30, 1961, termination date.189
On March 4, 1961, the White House announced that W. Averrell Harriman, then assistant
secretary of state for far eastern affairs, would replace George C. McGhee as undersecretary for
political affairs, The New York Times reported. Hatcher “declined to say whether there was a
possibility that Mr. McGhee might become Ambassador to Britain, and he said he did not know
whether the present Ambassador, David K. E. Bruce, was coming back to this country for
reassignment.”190
Similarly, Hatcher reported in March 1963 that President Kennedy would meet with his
cabinet for “‘a general review of foreign and domestic affairs since Jan. 10’—the date of the last
Cabinet meeting.”191 In another article, the publication reported that Dorothy McCullough Lee, a
Republican, had submitted a letter to President Kennedy wherein she resigned from her post as
chair of the Subversive Activities Control Board—a position she was appointed to during
President Eisenhower’s administration. Hatcher commented on the resignation:
In response to a reporter’s observation the exchange of letters seemed ‘rather
terse,’ Andrew T. Hatcher, associate press secretary said: ‘I just don’t know too
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much about it, but I do know that these are $20,000-a-year jobs, and it would
seem to me that some deserving Democrat might be interested.’192
Of the Chicago Defender (national edition) articles analyzed, Hatcher commented in
eight articles. He most commonly commented on civil rights/race relations in three articles.
Hatcher also commented on: national matters (one article); politics (one article); himself (one
article); the administration (one article); and other (one article). This study did not find instances
where Hatcher commented on international matters, the president’s personal matters, or military
operations during the time period studied for the Chicago Defender (national edition).
On the matter of civil rights/race relations, The Chicago Defender (national edition)
reported on remarks Hatcher gave to students at Shaw University, which was the first
Historically Black University in the South. During the speech, Hatcher advised the students not
use “‘discrimination as a crutch’”:
‘As you face the world situation today, you must prepare for the opportunities
ahead, by not using discrimination as a crutch,’ Andrew T. Hatcher, associate
press secretary to the President of the United States told Shaw University
students.
‘As you achieve, do not think in terms of the first Negro, but the FIRST. In this
age of highly geared science, automation and technology, changes have been
brought about which are creating new opportunities for Negroes. The New
Frontier which we face is mapped out by a world which is no longer partisan.’
‘The pledge of this administration,’ he declared, ‘is the pledge of achieving the
dreams of mankind.’193

192. Ew Kenworthy. Special to The New York Times. "Republican Quits U.S. Security Unit: Kennedy, at
Newport, Gets Mrs. Lee’s Resignation.” The New York Times (1923-Current File), Aug. 27, 1962.
193. "Press Secretary Advises Against using Discrimination as A Crutch."

57

During the speech, Hatcher also reportedly encouraged blacks to explore security investments,
encouraged black teachers to find a solution to school drop-out rates, and “urged his audience as
members of their communities to become a part of the mainstream of life.”194
In another example on Hatcher’s comments regarding civil rights/race relations, Hatcher
was mentioned for telling Edwin C. Barry, executive director of the Chicago Urban League, that
President Kennedy supported its efforts. Per the article, "The Chicago affiliate of the nation-wide
civil rights organization is currently engaged in a campaign to double its membership from 6,000
to 12,000," and President Kennedy had commended the organization for its contributions
“‘toward achieving true and complete equal opportunity.’”195
Of the Chicago Defender (daily edition) articles analyzed, Hatcher commented in twentyone articles. He most commonly commented on civil rights (nine articles), the administration
(three articles); and politics (four articles). On other topics, Hatcher commented on international
policy (one article); military operations (one article); national policy (one article); the president’s
personal matters (one article); and other (one article). This study found that Hatcher was a source
in all comment categories for the Chicago Defender (daily edition).
In the administration category, Hatcher was mentioned in two articles for commenting on
White House staffing or appointments. In one article, the publication reported that Fowler
Hamilton resigned as director of the Agency for International Development. Hatcher said the
resignation would take effect once a successor was appointed.196 In another article, the paper
reported that President Kennedy named Dr. James R. Killian Jr. to lead a board that monitored
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the government’s foreign intelligence.197 The board was inactive at the time of publication and
President Kennedy was reconstituting it.198 Hatcher told reporters, “A majority of the members
will be new,” but he did not name any of the additional board members.199
In the civil rights/race relations category, Hatcher told attendees at a meeting for the
Urban League of St. Louis that the U.S. Civil Rights Commission was preparing a “broad” report
on the status of civil rights. Hatcher reportedly told the group that Kennedy wanted the report by
January 1, 1963.200 The publication also reported that Hatcher addressed 1,600 students and
faculty during the fall convocation at Virginia State College, an historically black college.
During the speech, Hatcher told the audience that “if we do not face the future, we will be
overwhelmed by it.” He further applauded President Kennedy for his contributions to civil
rights:
The press aide went on, ‘in an age . . . of white citizens’ councils, where
discrimination is cloaked in respectability, where the literacy test is law, and
passive demonstrations are met with violence, there is one man making all the
difference in the world – President Kennedy.’
Hatcher added that education, leadership in arts, “equality in space, and “strength in space” are
required to end the “‘twilight struggle.’”201
Lastly, in the political category, President Kennedy reportedly visited Chicago to speak at
a Democratic fundraising rally. During the event, the Fair Play for Cuba committee picketed
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outside and threw toilet paper around the vicinity.202 Hatcher was mentioned for stating that he
coordinated public and press relations for the event and that he and Salinger rotate on
presidential assignments.203 In another article, President Kennedy reportedly extended a visit to
Wisconsin for the purpose of engaging citizens who helped him when his election.204 Hatcher
told reporters that a schedule of trip details would be available in one to two days.205
Of the Jackson Advocate articles analyzed, Hatcher commented on civil rights/race
relations in two articles and “other” in one article. In one instance, Hatcher attended an
organizing meeting for the Southern Democratic Conference. According to the publication,
twenty-five "Negro Democratic Party" leaders from the South gathered in Atlanta on June 16,
1962 and organized the conference.206 During the gathering, the group elected Atlanta attorney
and civil rights law practitioner A. T. Walden as chairman; the group also voted to make voter
registration in the black community its "first order of business.”207 Hatcher and Louis Martin,
deputy chairman of the Democratic National Committee, addressed the group. According the
article, "Both Martin and Hatcher congratulated the Southern leaders for their efforts in
registering new voters and for supporting the programs of President John F. Kennedy."
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In another instance, Hatcher delivered a message to members of the National Medical
Association during its annual convention, which had approximately 3,000 attendees.208 Hatcher,
“read a message from President Kennedy at the convention, in which the Chief Executive praised
the doctors and extended his best wishes for continued progress."209 At the convention, black
doctors “voted overwhelmingly in favor of President Kennedy’s medical care plan under social
security,” which would benefit the elderly.210 The decision was viewed as a “revolt against the
organization’s leaders.” Per the report, the NMA had approximately 6,000 black doctors in its
membership.211
Hatcher commented in ninety-eight of The Times-Picayune articles analyzed. He most
commonly commented on international affairs (twenty-four articles); the president’s personal
matters (twenty-two articles); and the administration (seventeen articles). Hatcher also
commented on military affairs (sixteen articles); civil rights (seven articles); national affairs (six
articles); politics (one article); and other (five articles). This study found that Hatcher was a
source in all comment categories for The Time-Picayune.
Additionally, although national affairs, civil rights/race relations, and military operations
were not among the topics Hatcher most commonly commented on in The Times-Picayune, there
is evidence in this publication that President Kennedy prioritized tax cuts and military operations
and was poised to advance proposed civil rights legislation.
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In the early part of 1963, President Kennedy proposed a $13.6 billion tax cut as well as
tax law changes.212 The tax cuts would have transpired over three years, “offset by $3.3 billion in
revenues produced by tax law changes.”213 Kennedy said getting the tax cut was the most
important thing that year, “‘and nothing should stand in its way.’”214 When asked to elaborate on
Kennedy’s tax agenda, Hatcher told reporters that the president’s aforementioned statements
were a clear indication of the administration’s stance.215
It is important to note that of the 248 articles studied across the publications, Hatcher is
mentioned in one article, published by The Times-Picayune, where racial violence, in depth
coverage of President Kennedy’s civil rights agenda, and the political forces that supported and
opposed Kennedy’s agenda coalesced.
On June 12, Medgar W. Evers, a state field secretary for the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, was murdered outside of his home in Mississippi.216 Hours
before Evers’s death, President Kennedy delivered the Report to the American People on Civil
rights via public television and radio.217 In the weeks before Evers’s death, the U.S. Justice
Department assigned attorneys to Jackson to keep “an eye on racial tension there.”218 Per The
Times-Picayune, Hatcher told reporters how the White House learned of Evers’s death:
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Andrew T. Hatcher, assistant White House press secretary, said that the first word
of the slaying reached the White House at 3 a.m. A friend in Jackson telephoned
the news to a White House aide.
The President was informed at 7 a.m. Even before then, the Justice Department
had offered the help of the FBI to the Jackson police.219
Hatcher also told reporters that the president received at least 900 favorable telegrams in
response to the speech he delivered the night Evers was murdered.220 The publication reported:
He was asked if Kennedy, because of Evers slaying, now intends to make a
personal appeal to Congress for his legislation reading a special message to a joint
session of the House and Senate. “Not at the present,” Hatcher replied.221
President Kennedy said during his report that he would ask Congress to enact legislation
that would: give all Americans the right to be served at public facilities; allow the federal
government to participate “more fully” in laws suits dealing with segregation in public schools;
and increase protections for voter registration.222 The Times-Picayune noted those proposed
actions in the article that announced Evers death along with the sentiment of Congressional
leaders who supported and opposed Kennedy’s civil rights agenda.
Democratic Senator Richard B. Russell of Georgia “said the Southern Democrats would
‘resist any further extension of federal power over private property for political ends. And he
lashed out at the administration for what he called appeasement of Negro demonstrators for civil
rights.”223 Speaker John W. McCormack, Democrat of Massachusetts, said the killing was “‘not

219. Ibid.
220. Ibid.
221. Ibid.
222. “Report to the American People.”
223. “Killing Stirs Shock Wave.”

63

only disgraceful but vicious,’ but said he would rather not connect a civil rights bill with a man’s
death.”224 Other Congressional leaders were of a different opinion:
But a wide spectrum of comment from others echoed the theme sated by Sen.
Thruston B. Morton, R-Ky.: “‘This murder, another outbreak of violence, is
bound to add to the sense of urgency for congressional action.’”
Rep. Emanuel Cellar, D-N.Y., chairman of the House Judiciary Committee which
handles civil rights legislation, said “It was a horrible answer to the President’s
plea.” He said such violence makes it imperative for Congress to pass a strong
law. 225
In the same June 13th edition, The Times-Picayune published a separate article reporting
that former President Eisenhower criticized the Kennedy administration on fiscal, military and
space programs, but did not say anything about civil rights.226 “But then Eisenhower made an
unannounced visit to the white House where he discussed civil rights problems with his
successor," the publication reported.227 Hatcher told reporters that the two men discussed
Kennedy's “planned special message to Congress on civil rights legislation” and the civil rights
program “in general.” 228
In the international affairs category, Hatcher told reporters that President Kennedy was
displeased with a shipment from Cuba to Westwego, Louisiana, which contained 2,018,424
gallons of black molasses. State legislators from Louisiana reportedly telegraphed Kennedy
asking him to stop the trade with Cuba "invoking the Trading with the Enemy Act."229 During
this period, the U.S. faced the Cuban missile crisis:
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After the failed U.S. attempt to overthrow the Castro regime in Cuba with the Bay
of Pigs invasion, and while the Kennedy administration planned Operation
Mongoose, in July 1962 Soviet premier Nikita Khrushchev reached a secret
agreement with Cuban premier Fidel Castro to place Soviet nuclear missiles in
Cuba to deter any future invasion attempt. Construction of several missile sites
began in the late summer, but U.S. intelligence discovered evidence of a general
Soviet arms build-up on Cuba . . . 230
There is also evidence that Hatcher communicated with reporters on Kennedy’s
conversations regarding nuclear testing. In one instance, President Kennedy reportedly
conferenced with White House officials via phone on the “physical and psychological impact of
the Soviet Union’s nuclear test shot” over Central Asia among other topics. Hatcher, in the role
of “acting White House press secretary,” reportedly declined to say who the president
conferenced with, "but left no doubt their talks bore primarily on the Soviets fallout risking
nuclear blast.” Additionally, the U.S. developed a “three-point” strategy to address the Soviet
Union, which included “how to exploit the Soviet blast,' "how to deal with future Soviet
explosions," and "whether to resume U.S. tests." Aside from those details, "Hatcher said
Kennedy had received no additional information on the Soviet test. He told newsmen the United
States had more data on the blast than was made public . . .but refused to go into details," The
Times-Picayune reported.231
Hatcher also spoke with reporters regarding the dismantling of military operations in the
South. In November 1962, the U.S. Navy ended a “four-week patrol of shipping approaches to
Cuba,” which was established to “prevent more offensive weapons from being landed in Cuba,
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and later to check outward shipment of Soviet missiles which were dismantled under the
Kennedy-Khrushchev agreement.” The U.S. planned to dismantle the “massive military force,”
which was in Georgia and Florida and at one point contained 50 ships. “Many of these units will
be returning to their home bases during the coming days,” Hatcher told reporters.232
On one matter of international affairs, President Kennedy pledged $13 million in aid to
assist Bolivia.233 On May 15, 1961, The Times-Picayune reported that the pledge was the “first
major step taken within the framework of Kennedy’s alliance for progress program” and would
bring the total amount of aid sent to Bolivia to about $50 million.234 Days before the article was
published, President Kennedy wrote to Bolivia President Victor Paz Estenssoro on May 8 to
offer “U.S. assistance in a long-range economic program ‘to help the Bolivian people achieve a
higher standard of living and economic progress.’”235 Hatcher reported that Estenssoro accepted
the offer on May 11.236
Hatcher also held briefs and scheduled news conferences on matters pertaining to the
administration. When Francis Gary Powers, a U2 spy pilot, returned to the U.S. after being
released from Communist officials on the Berlin border, Hatcher read a statement to reporters
indicating that Powers had been reunited with his family, was in good health, and would be
"interviewed by appropriate U.S. government officials."237 In another instance, Hatcher held a
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press conference to announce that Kennedy was going to appoint a cabinet secretary, but didn’t
give details," The Times-Picayune reported.238 In the same article, Hatcher reportedly told
reporters that another announcement would be made on the approaching Sunday, “which he said
would be of major importance, but not a cabinet appointment."239
The Times-Picayune also published numerous articles in which Hatcher commented on
the president’s personal matters, including health updates, the birth of a son, John Jr., and the
president’s vacation and respite activities.240 In one instance, President Kennedy suffered a back
injury, relied on crutches, and swam in a heated pool for heat therapy. Hatcher told reporters that
the president’s personal physician, Dr. Janet Travell said she is 'is confident the President's
condition is improving."241 In a matter of the president’s personal safety, a "pro-Castro Cuban"
reported a threat, which promoted the administration to notify security units at all of the
president’s stops during his travels that week. "Acting Press Secretary Andrew T. Hatcher added,
however, the Secret Service did not feel the episode required any measures in addition to the
'usual alerting and passing on' of such a report," The Times-Picayune reported.242
In summary, the findings do not point to any dominant presidential priorities Hatcher
may have communicated, rather more general topics primarily in the areas of the administration,
international policy, the president’s personal matters, and civil rights. There is sufficient
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evidence, however, indicating that Hatcher, in his role as associate White House press secretary,
was responsible for communicating key appointments in the Kennedy administration. The New
York Times, Chicago Defender (daily edition), Chicago Defender (national) and The TimesPicayune all published articles where Hatcher was a source on Judge Parson’s appointment to the
federal judiciary. Similarly, The New York Times, Chicago Defender (daily edition), and The
Times-Picayune published articles where Hatcher commented on new appointments and/or
resignations within President Kennedy’s administration. Another observation was that The
Times-Picayune frequently covered multiple topics regarding the president or the administration
in one article, but, in such instances, Hatcher primarily commented on one topic. This was
observed most frequently in articles where the president’s personal matters were discussed. In
most of these instances, the articles transitioned from the president’s personal matters to matters
of the administration. Lastly, The Times-Picayune also provides evidence that Hatcher, on
several occasions, served as “acting press secretary,” which indicates that he served as the
primary spokesperson for the White House at times when Salinger was not available.
The findings further indicate that Hatcher’s communication of President Kennedy’s
priorities transcended interacting with the press, as he spoke to audiences of thousands at
historically black colleges as well as affluent black business and social organizations regarding
the president’s commitment to civil rights as well as his own sentiments regarding blacks
facilitating change that would benefit the race. The Jackson Advocate articles provided more
insight into such speaking engagements, as Hatcher’s paraphrased and quoted comments from
the events are more robust and audience specific than the brief responses he provided to
inquiring news reporters in the articles studied. In addition, the Jackson Advocate had several
editions where Hatcher was mentioned in multiple articles.
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The findings also indicate that Hatcher’s authority and limitations in communicating the
president’s involvement in civil rights matters. For example, Kennedy "hailed what looked like a
compromise in Birmingham-the halt of Negro demonstrations in exchange for white 'steps . . . to
meet the justifiable needs of the Negro community."243 However, black leaders ended the “truce”
when Rev. Martin Luther King and Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy were jailed "after they were
convicted in a Birmingham court of parading without a permit." Hatcher told reporters that he
didn’t expect anything would be said publicly on the incident.244 The Chicago Defender (daily
edition) reported that Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy said he would send an additional 200
federal marshals to Montgomery, Alabama since racial violence and tensions were not
changing.245 However, Hatcher told reporters that he was not able to say whether the president
was considering deploying federal troops to Alabama.246 In another instance, Hatcher would not
confirm that Kennedy was meeting with educators to discuss civil rights and racial tensions;
however, he acknowledged that the president would have one "other meeting" prior to a
European trip.247
Lastly, the study found that Hatcher’s most common comment category varied by
publication. Hatcher provided more comments about the administration in articles published in
The New York Times, whereas he provided more comments on international affairs in articles
published in The Times-Picayune. Hatcher provided more comments on civil rights/race relations
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in articles published in the Chicago Defender (daily edition), Chicago Defender (national
edition) and the Jackson Advocate. These findings show the breadth of issues Hatcher covered
on behalf of President Kennedy and the White House, the extent of his interactions with reporters
as well as the subject matter priorities of the respective newspapers.
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CHAPTER 6. DISCUSSION
Conclusively, Hatcher’s promotion to the role of assistant White House press secretary
placed him in the center of competing social, moral, economic, political, national, and
international matters of the time. On one end, blacks in the South were fighting for equal access
in public spaces, education, and opportunities. Racial violence and tensions stirred in Alabama,
Mississippi and throughout the South as black leaders prepared for an historical civil rights
march in the nation’s capital. Within this time frame, the U.S. government, under the leadership
of President Kennedy, faced homeland security matters in the wake of the Cuban missile crisis
and had military units stationed in the South for protection. Kennedy also appointed more blacks
to the administration than any prior U.S. president, and proposed key legislation in the areas of
taxes and civil rights. In addition, the president suffered health issues, experienced the birth of a
son, and made time for frequent vacations with family, while simultaneously handling the
executive affairs of the nation. Hatcher, a political operative with journalism, military, and labor
experience, was covering and reporting on it all as the nation’s first black associate White House
press secretary.
Hatcher seemingly never built a platform on this accomplishment. While he was a liaison
for constituents and a source for media on civil rights/race relations, he reportedly faced personal
“risks of another” dimension in this area. As Booker reported:
Hatcher had to carry the “race problem” on one shoulder around some whites and
he had to carry the “soul problem” on the other shoulder for some Negroes. On
the latter, he got smothered by well meaning but unthinking leaders, such as the
one who long distanced telephoned a request to send autographed pictures of the
President as a birthday present for his wife. For a while, some Negro reporters
thought he was assigned to feed them exclusive stories or guarantee them choice
seats on the reviewing stands.
As for as white reporters were concerned, Hatcher was the relief man on the staff,
the aide who distributed press releases, signed up men for trips, and did the leg
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work for Salinger, including keeping the coffee pot filled. They didn’t particularly
regard him as qualified and suitable for any other slot . . .However, as he took on
more responsibility . . . friction developed because of his firmness . . . But protests
to Salinger brought the retort: “Andy’s in charge,” which didn’t satisfy the
complaints.248
Booker added that Hatcher “refused to quit” and became a “quiet and friendless man”
who often ate alone in downtown restaurants, worked 18-hour days, and had dinner with his
family once a week.249 Accordingly, this study has endeavored to identify Hatcher’s role as well
as the meaning of his role for a U.S. president as well as for blacks during civil rights.
First, this study found sufficient evidence to answer the question of how Hatcher fulfilled
his role as associate press secretary. These findings are consistent with Fairlie’s argument that
the press secretary’s role exceeds working with the press and also contributes to shifts in power.
Hatcher, undoubtedly, was appointed at the onset of a presidential administration that seemingly
approached civil rights as well as its involvement of black White House officials on civil rights
matters differently from the previous administration. This is evidenced by: President Kennedy’s
proposed civil rights litigation and focus on equal opportunities in employment; Hatcher’s
involvement in communicating directly with President Kennedy on civil rights progress and
media coverage in Mobile, Alabama; Hatcher’s speaking engagements to black audiences; and
Hatcher’s appearances with President Kennedy on national and international tours. Such
evidence indicates that Hatcher may have been a member of the White House’s inner circle and
utilized his public speaking platform, rather than media relations, to build President Kennedy’s
civil rights agenda.
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The findings are also consistent with the press secretary functions that Kumar identified:
information conduit, constituent representation, administration, and communications planning.
Hatcher fulfilled his role by: 1) reporting to the president on key issues and providing an
assessment of media coverage of such issues (information conduit); 2) serving as a liaison for
constituents (constituent representation); 3) collaborating with White Officials and federal
agencies or departments to gather information to the inform the president and the press
(administration); 4) serving as a source or spokesperson for President Kennedy or the White
House with the media, which included, issuing statements or announcements as well as
scheduling and facilitating news conferences and in-person news briefs with reporters
(information conduit and communications planning); 5) briefing and staffing the president during
national and international travel (administration and information conduit); 6) and delivering
keynote addresses to large, predominantly black audiences throughout the nation (information
conduit). In addition, Hatcher also handled “White House dinners and meetings with the
President and VIPs.”250
Excellence theory also emphasizes that the public relations practitioner should be a part
of the “dominant coalition” or serve as a direct report to senior management; it also requires
equal employment opportunities.251 Hatcher was an associate press secretary to Salinger, but the
study found that he also reported directly to President Kennedy. Further, the evidence shows that
Hatcher operated in a senior management capacity when he served as “acting press secretary.”
Next, Hatcher was not a part of the “dominant coalition” during the campaign; however, he
established professional relationships with members of the dominant coalition while on the
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campaign trail, and many of those individuals became Hatcher’s White House colleagues and
sources of information (i.e. Sorensen and Dutton).252 Clearly, Hatcher broke through racial
barriers as the first black associate press secretary, and equal employment opportunities was an
internal and external priority during the Kennedy administration; thus, excellence theory’s focus
on equal opportunity was realized during Hatcher’s tenure during the Kennedy administration.
The study further found that Hatcher engaged in the public information and the two-way
symmetrical aspects of excellence theory. On the public information front, Hatcher often
announced key staff appointments or a forthcoming press announcement. However, he often
declined to comment or elaborate on these matters, which could have reflected negatively on the
administration when published in news articles. Hatcher’s report to the president on civil rights
in Mobile, Alabama as well as the updates Hatcher received from Dr. Hughes provide evidence
that the administration engaged in two-way symmetrical communication with key publics.
Blacks in Mobile appeared to be advancing in civil rights and communicated their progress and
concerns to Hatcher. In doing so, Hatcher was able report the updates to the president as well as
to gauge and inform the president that the administration’s work on civil rights wasn’t gaining
media traction in that city.
Conversely, the communication between the Hatcher and Governor Hughes revealed that
Hughes took swift action, after the governors’ luncheon with Kennedy, in communicating the
president’s civil rights agenda in New York and attained success in obtaining media coverage of
such communication. As a result, Hughes relayed this information to Hatcher who may have
shared it with President Kennedy. Additionally, Hatcher also functioned in the mixed-motives
aspect of public relations; Salinger acknowledged the strength of Hatcher’s loyalty as an asset to
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the campaign, and it is evident from the primary documents in the archive that Hatcher made it a
priority to reiterate Kennedy’s agenda in his letters to constituents. Further, Hatcher was active
on the black speaking circuit, and his comments indicate that he had vested interests in the
general uplifting of the black race. However, this study’s sample was too narrow in scope to
identify the strength of Hatcher’s loyalty to either, which presents the opportunity for future
research in this area.
Next, this study found that minority and non-minority publications covered Hatcher
differently. The New York Times’s reference to Hatcher as “No. 2” in one article articulates this
study’s findings for the national and local (non-minority) newspapers. Pointedly, in The New
York Times and The Times-Picayune, Hatcher, appropriately, was the assistant press secretary for
the White House. Hatcher was not a recurring topic in their headlines and his race was rarely
mentioned. Although, Hatcher’s photo received national circulation in The New York Times, it
was not published locally in The Times-Picayune.
Conversely, Hatcher was seemingly No. 1 or at least repeatedly recognized and
celebrated for being the “first” black associate White House press secretary in the local, minority
publications. In both the Chicago Defender (daily edition) and Jackson Advocate, Hatcher was a
recurring headline, his race was mentioned periodically, and he appeared in photos alone as well
as with prominent black leaders and President Kennedy. Thus, it can be argued, that coverage of
Hatcher in the minority publications contributed to building President Kennedy’s equal
opportunity agenda, as his name, photo and appointment were publicized locally in the South and
Mid-West; however, any attempt to build this agenda in The New York Times and The TimesPicayune may not have been as successful.
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Finally, Hatcher communicated with the media on an array of topics (i.e. administration,
international affairs, military operations, civil rights, etc.), but there did not appear to be any one
dominant agenda that Hatcher worked to build in his interactions with media. This study found,
however, that the administration was one area where Hatcher most commonly provided
comments to The New York Times, Chicago Defender (daily edition), and The Times-Picayune,
indicating that the administration could have been of common interest to national, local, and
minority publications and their publics. In other areas, however, Hatcher provided a significant
number of comments to The New York Times and The Times-Picayune on international affairs
and the president’s personal matters, which were areas where Hatcher provided little to no
comments in the minority publications. However, Hatcher most commonly provided comments
on matters of civil rights to the Chicago Defender (daily edition), the Chicago Defender
(national edition), and the Jackson Advocate, which were areas where Hatcher provided few
comments in The New York Times and Times-Picayune. The Jackson Advocate was an outlier in
that Hatcher was only mentioned for comments he made on civil rights or other.
Alternatively, there is evidence that he worked to build the president’s civil rights agenda
during his speaking engagement before audiences at black colleges and professional and social
organizations. This indicates that on matters of civil rights, the Kennedy administration may
have taken the approach of communicating directly to the black community versus trying to
advance that agenda through the media, which was not prone to cover blacks or the civil rights
matter equally, as has been established.
Given that this was a historical content analysis, there were certain limitations. For
instance, the analysis described the content, but cannot show “cause-effect relationships, and it
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cannot establish motives.”253 First, the research is limited to select newspapers, which may not
fully reflect the social, political and economic priorities of the regions not covered in this study.
In addition, this study relied on available digitized archives available at the date of search. As
some of these databases are updated, future researchers may find more content regarding Hatcher
that could provide additional answers to the research questions proposed. In addition, this study’s
context and analysis are limited to the Civil Rights Movement. Interpretation and comparisons
outside of this context would require study and analysis that are beyond the scope of this thesis.
The findings also provide opportunities for future research. For example, a comparative
analysis of Hatcher and Salinger’s interaction with press could provide more insight into
Hatcher’s role. Further, a study of additional U.S. national, local and minority publications may
provide greater insight into Hatcher’s role in agenda building for both President Kennedy and
President Johnson.
To conclude, Andrew T. Hatcher rose to the role of associate White House press
secretary during a turbulent time in history for blacks; however, it was also a turbulent time for
the nation, as it faced the Cuban missile crisis and other national and international concerns. This
study found that Hatcher’s role required him to interface with media on governmental matters
regarding the administration, international affairs, military operations, civil rights, national
policy as well as the president’s personal matters. In doing so, the national and local (nonminority) publications studied were more prone to cover the administration, international affairs
as well as the president’s personal matters, as communicated through Hatcher. The local
minority publications were more prone to cover Hatcher and civil rights, as communicated
through Hatcher. However, media relations was only one component of Hatcher’s role. Hatcher
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also addressed black audiences on civil rights and was portrayed favorably in black media. He
also provided updates to President Kennedy on civil rights progress and media coverage,
travelled with the president on national and international affairs, and worked with high-level
White House officials to gather and report, sensitive and sometimes confidential information to
the president or press.
Hatcher seemingly faced two realities as he fulfilled his role as associate press secretary.
One, he had to reasonably and professionally communicate matters pertaining to the White
House and President Kennedy. Thus, to the White House, Hatcher appeared to be a trusted
colleague who was astute with working with the press, whose involvement in politics had aided
the Democratic party as well as President Kennedy, and whose new position in the White House
could foster two-way communication between President Kennedy and the black community. On
the other end of the spectrum, Hatcher appeared as a luminary in the black press headlines and
articles. He was mentioned more for his appointment than for matters regarding the
administration; yet, he was also covered for certain speeches he delivered to black audiences.
Among constituents, however, Hatcher was someone who had access to the president and White
House and was, therefore, someone who could potentially intervene on their behalf. This study
found that when Hatcher could intervene, he did. When constituent requests exceeded his
authority, he notified the appropriate official, and if there were resources within his capacity to
share meaningful information with the media, he shared it proactively. Some blacks revered
Hatcher, as did some whites; hence, his relationship with Salinger and Stevenson, after whom he
named one of his sons (Adlai). Some blacks questioned Hatcher’s abilities, as did some white
reporters. Regardless, blacks and whites, whether constituent, reporter or elected official,
understood that Hatcher was associate press secretary for the White House, and he was a source
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they could contact for answers, intervention, or a direct connection to the president or
administration on civil rights matters as well as matters of national and international concern.
Hatcher’s role in history and the field of public relations are significant on many fronts.
From the historical perspective, Hatcher emerged as the first of associate White House press
secretary during an administration that: 1) advocated for equal employment opportunities during
civil rights; and 2) created opportunities within government for blacks to hold leadership
positions during this period. As associate press secretary, Hatcher advocated for equal
opportunity and the economic advancement of blacks to large audiences of blacks throughout the
nation. While this study cannot gauge the effectiveness Hatcher’s role in this capacity, the black
press and this study have documented Hatcher’s contributions in this regard.
Lastly, the study of Hatcher during the Civil Rights Movement revealed significant findings
regarding the role of press secretary that could benefit current or future practitioners in the same
or similar roles. As Hatcher’s historical appointment revealed:
1. A press secretary may not interact with his or her publics solely for informational
purposes but may also interact with his or her publics on important issues of the time that
could shape history and impact the press secretary personally;
2. A press secretary may influence or build political agendas when granted the authority to
do so by his or her supervisors on issues that could shape history and impact the press
secretary personally;
3. A press secretary could become the subject of unsolicited commendations and criticism
while fulfilling his or her official duties;
4. A press secretary may become the source and/or subject of news coverage in fulfilling his
or her official duties;
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5. A press secretary may use non-traditional means of communication to build or advance
an agenda when traditional media does not cover or provide favorable coverage of an
organization’s issues or actions;
6.

A working knowledge of media and politics, access to current and rising political leaders,
credibility, and an ethnically diverse network of colleagues in these arenas could
potentially lead to high-level public relations opportunities in government or politics; and

7.

A press secretary of ethnic minority may find variations in coverage of his or her person
as well as coverage of the organizational priorities he or she communicates in national,
local, and minority news. In such instances, media coverage from the press secretary’s
own ethnic group may be more favorable to the individual, but less focused on the
organization.

While these observations could apply to all ethnic groups, they may be of increasing
importance to public relations professionals of ethnic minority groups. At the time of this study,
the U.S. Bureau of Labor and Statistics 2018 Labor Force Statistics for the Current Population
Survey reported that there are an estimated 69,000 public relations managers in the U.S.254 The
estimated percentages of the total number employed by race were: white, 85.8%; black 10.7%;
Asian 3.1%; and Hispanic or Latino, 3.1%.255 The statistics were on par with those of public
relations specialists for the same year except Hispanic or Latino outpaced other ethnic minorities
at this level. Per the report, there were an estimated 140,000 public relations specialists in the
U.S. in 2018.256 The estimated percentages for the total number employed by race were: white,
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86.8%; black 7.1%; Asian, 4.9%; and Hispanic or Latino 10%.257 It is important to note that
these statistics are estimates and “do not sum to totals because data are not presented for all
races.” In addition, individuals identified as “Hispanic or Latino may be of any race.”
Nevertheless, these figures are revealing and indicate that more than half a century since the
first black rose to one of the highest offices a public relations professional can hold in the U.S.,
blacks and other ethnic minorities trail in comparison to whites holding public relations
managerial and specialist positions. Understanding such revelations, Hatcher is presented as an
architype and historical figure who public relations professionals from ethnic minorities can
study and perhaps emulate as they pursue high-level roles in government, politics or other
arenas.

257. Ibid.
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